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MIUC- Pi cket
MIUC TO GO AHEAD W TH PI CKET ON MAY 12

PETALI NG JAYA, April 20 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysian Trades Uni on
Congress (MIUC) has decided to go ahead with a nationw de picket on May 12
to protest against the managenent of the Enpl oyees Provident Fund (EPF).

Thi s deci sion was reached at the MIUC general council neeting at the
uni on's headquarters in Subang Jaya today.

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said 130 out of the union's 230
affiliates attended the neeting and they unani nously agreed to stage the
pi cket .

"We are standing by our decision to picket on May 12 as deci ded by
MIUC s central working comrttee which net on April 6," he told reporters
after the nmeeting which | asted about 90 m nutes.

"This is because the country's entire workforce is worried about
actions by the EPF in handling workers' funds," he said.

He said the picket would be held peacefully in front of all state EPF
of fices.

Zai nal also said MIUC s principal office bearers had been invited by
EPF for a neeting on April 27 which would be chaired by EPF Chairnman Tan
Sri Abdul HalimAli.

Asked if MIUC would call off the picket if EPF agrees to its denands,
Zainal said: "W will see when we cross the bridge."

MIUC secretary-general G Rajasekaran, who was al so at the press
conference, said there was no reason for the 600, 000-strong congress to
picket if the EPF could guarantee that the problens rai sed woul d be sol ved.

MIUC, the country's |argest private sector union organisation, is
unhappy with the EPF over several matters.

Its grouses against the EPF, which has some 9.7 mllion contributors,
i ncl ude:

* privatisation of workers' retirement schene through the annuity
scheme run by several private insurance conpanies;

* reduction of death and incapacitation benefits of workers from
RMBO, 000 to RMR, 000;

* paynment of |ow dividends (the 6 per cent dividend for [ast year was
the lowest in 26 years paid to workers);

* reduction of workers' contributions to the EPF fromthe present 11
per cent to nine per cent; and

Zai nal said MIUC woul d prepare a conprehensive menorandum on t hese
matters for subm ssion to the EPF managenent at the April 27 neeting.

Zai nal said the general council felt that the reduction in EPF
contributions as announced by the governnent was not provided for in the
EPF Act.

The decision to reduce workers' EPF contributions from11l per cent to
ni ne per cent of their nonthly salary was announced by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad early this nmonth as a nmeasure to stinulate the
econony through public spending.

"The EPF Act does not allowthis...the Act only allows the Human
Resources M nister to increase contributions up to 15 per cent. It does not
provide for any reduction,” he said, adding that workers should inform
their enmployers to naintain the 11 per cent cut.

Asked about the fact that the date of the picket would clash with
Workers' Day cel ebration and the Asean Labour Mnisters nmeeting in Kual a
Lunpur, he said the MIUC did not know of these events when it fixed May 12



for the picket.

Asked if people would construe MIUC s action as goi ng agai nst the
government, Zainal said: "W are not politically aligned to any party...so
it is clear this is done with the welfare of workers at heart."
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