07/ 05/ 2001
MIUC told to reconsi der picket

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Sun. - The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress has been asked to
reconsider its plans to stage a picket on Saturday over the Enpl oyees
Provi dent Fund issues.

Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said Mal aysi a was
schedul ed to host the Asian Labour Mnister's neeting this week and that
t he picket coul d underm ne the nation's inmage.

"Therefore, | urge MTUC to think of the country's reputation and honour
whi ch woul d be at stake should they go ahead with the picket.
"Furthernore, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is schedul ed
to attend a gathering of workers to honour their contribution to the
country on May 12.

"Therefore, MIUC should take all this into consideration before going on
with the decision," he said.

Fong hoped the MIUC woul d gi ve t he Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund an
opportunity to inprove itself.

He said he had net with the MIUC del egati on on Friday and di scussed
matters on i nproving EPF' s admi nistration.

"Possi bly MIUC and EPF have their differences, however, they need not
resort to a picket over this."

Asked to coment on Dr Mahathir's suggesti on on the non-Buni putera bei ng
encouraged to join the arnmed forces, Fong, who is al so MCA vi ce-president,
said the party had been holding tal ks to convince nenbers of the Chinese
community to join the forces

"The talks are not limted to only entering the arnmed forces but al so
encouragi ng the people to join the teaching profession,” he said, adding
it was inportant all races be represented in the arned forces to show
their patriotismtowards the country.
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