27/ 04/ 2001
Muslinms urged to unite and shape gl obal i sati on course

Hami sah Hamid i n Dubai

DUBAI (United Arab Emrates), Thurs: Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed t oday cal |l ed on Muslimnations to unite and shape the course of

gl obalisation to all ow everybody, regardl ess of race, religion or

geogr aphi cal | ocation, to benefit fromthe process.

He said gl obalisation, which is an idea created and i nterpreted by the
West, is benefitting only the rich while the poor is nmade even poorer.

"We, the Muslimcountries nmust have a say, a big say, in the shaping of
this globalised world.

"W rmust put up our ideas and proposals based on | ogi ¢ and reasoni ng and
on the maxi mumgood that it can bring to the maxi mumnunber of people," he
said when delivering a keynote address entitled, "Meeting the Chal |l enges
of the 21st Century: Role of Muslimnations", at the Emrates
I nternational Forum here.

In nmeeting the chall enges of the 21st century, Dr Mahathir said Muslim
nati ons should strive for good relations with each other, adopting good
governance, discard the sensel ess anger and frustrations as well as
contribute to the world's peace.

"After achieving this or even while striving to achieve this, it is nopst
likely that many problens in the relations between Mislins and non-Mislim
nations will be resol ved," he said.

The Prinme M nister advised Muslimnations not to rush to enbrace
denocracy, especially liberal denbcracy, as it coul d do t hemnore danage
than the existing systempractised in their countries.

He foresees that denpcracy, together with [iberalismand the free
mar ket , whi ch are concei ved by the West, will eventually be abandoned.

"The abuses and distortions of the denocratic systemw |l go on until
one day it is discarded in favour of a new perfect system

"Now, capitalismis triunphant as it rides on the back of denmpbcracy. But
al ready the di stortions are showi ng up. Eventual | y denocracy, liberalism
the free market will all be discarded," he said.

The only good t hi ng about denocracy, he noted, is that theoretically,
the systemal |l ows for the change of the Governnent w thout viol ence.

Dr Mahat hir, who spoke at at | ength about the weaknesses of denocracy
and West ern dom nance t hough i deali smand econom ¢ strength, said the
systemcauses instability in many countries as the nation's wealthis
wasted in political infighting between nunerous political parties. At the
sane tinme, bribery, corruption and threats are comon.

"Today, denobcracy does not work even in the npost experienced denocracies
of the West.

"What is working nowis noney, not mgjority will," saidthe prem er, who
| ast week, had proposed the ban on "rich candi dates" fromcontesting in
the Umo el ecti on.

Sharing his thoughts with some 500 peopl e, conprising captains of the
i ndustry, corporate | eaders and busi ness community i n UAE, Dr Mahat hir
sai d Musl i mnations are | aggi ng behi nd their Wstern counterparts because
t hey have deviated fromthe true teachings of Islamand returned to the
pre-Islam c ways such as feuding with each other and closing mnds to
noder n know edge.

The abuse of |slam c teachi ngs has seen Muslins today fight "jihads"
agai nst fell ow Mislins and not agai nst those fromdifferent faith who nake
Muslins their enem es, he said.



"Yet, we Muslinms are no | ess capabl e of acquiring know edge, of
i nnovati ons and i nventions, of spew ng new i deas as well as others.

"W are as capabl e of governing ourselves well and of grow ng and
strengt heni ng our countries as anyone el se,” he said.

He said the teachings of |Islamhad converted the i gnorant desert Arabs
into a brave and tal ented peopl e who were able to build a huge enpire in
| ess than 100 years as well as the world's greatest civilisation.

"If Islamcoul d do these for the Jahiliah, the ignorant ones, thereis
no reason why it cannot do the same for us now," he said.

Dr Mahat hir |lanmented that due to the misinterpretati on or wong enphasi s
inthe teachings of Islam the Miuslins were unable to neet the chall enges
of the Industrial Age.

He said the Muslins should have | earnt the | essons fromtheir failures
to participate inthe Industrial Revolution and prepare thensel ves for the
I nformati on Revol ution.

However, he said the Muslins do not have the necessary scientific and
techni cal know edge, industrial skills and managenent know how because
their religious | eaders do not encourage themto acquire those skills.

Even many rich Muslimcountries are not categori sed as devel oped nati ons
because they | ack i ndustrial and commrerci al capacities of the devel oped
countries, he noted.

"I amsure given the opportunity, Miuslimscholars will once again
domi nate the world.

"They will not only nmaster all the know edge, but will devel op new
know edge. Best of all, their faith will bring norality into the
application of the know edge they acquired," he said.
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