03/ 07/ 2001

Muhyi ddin: It nmust not contradict constitution

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Proposals on the structure of Puteri Umo must not
contradict the party's constitution, Umo amendnent conmmittee chairman Tan
Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin said today.

Muhyi ddi n, who is also party vice-president, said the conmttee would
come up with standard procedures and regul ations to enabl e the novenent to
be officially | aunched next nmonth, as planned by party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

(The commttee deliberated on the matter | ater today.)

Muhyi ddin said the conmittee would find a solution to inplenent the
structure without having to anend the party's constitution and would al so
| ook into the various proposals that had been submtted.

"W will also get feedback fromother parties before we decide on the
draft format of Puteri Umo to be subnmitted to the suprenme council,"

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister, said
after launching the Wanita MCA consumer awar eness progranme here.

He said the committee would have to | ook for ways to ensure that there
was no delay in the inplenentation.

"If we were to anmend the constitution, we would have to hold a speci al
assenbly and this would take tine.

"So, the nost suitable approach is by formulating a structure which does
not necessitate any anmendnment to the constitution.”

Muhyi ddin said Puteri Umo pro-temcommttee chairman Azal i na O hnan
Sai d had subnmitted the draft proposal to the comittee.

He said the noverment's format was different fromthe standard format,
adding that the conmittee would be getting views fromWnita Umo as well.

"But, we will study the proposals submtted by Puteri Umo incl uding
that all wonen bel ow 35 who regi ster as Umo nenbers will automatically be
its nmenbers.

"I"'msure Wanita will not agree to this proposal. This needs to be
thoroughly | ooked into to benefit all quarters.

"I'"ve net Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and she said they
have sone ideas."

Muhyi ddin said Puteri Umo in its draft constitution, besides proposing
the automatic nenbership fo all wonen bel ow 35, al so wanted the menbership
to start only at divisional and not branch |evel.

But automatic menbership is against the party constitution, which states
t hat wonen above 18 will automatically becone Wanita menbers.
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