04/ 09/ 2001

Musa directs V-Cs to keep watch on student activities

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mohamad has directed
all university vice-chancellors to be vigilant in nonitoring the novenents
of their students follow ng reports of undergraduate involvenent in an
underground mlitant novenent.

He said he had asked the vice-chancellors to take i nmedi ate action if
the all egations were found to be true.

"They will be working with the police. At present, the police are
hel ping to nonitor the situation,” Misa told reporters after |aunching an
“open day' organised by the mnistry's private educati on departnent today.

He was responding to a confession by a fornmer Universiti Teknol og
Mal aysi a student to M ngguan Ml aysi a about her involverment in an
under ground novenent to topple the Governnent.

Sources had al so said that 2,500 undergraduates were involved in an
underground mlitant novenent.

Asked if the issue had been bl own up out of proportion and whether the
confessi on by Wan Noor Hayati Wan Alias, 22, and the other sources were
credi ble, Miusa said: "It is not certain who these sources are.

"W will nonitor the situation and find out who the sources are and how
t he nunbers about those involved cane about. It is not clear in the
newspapers. "

Meanwhile, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais
Yatimsaid |l aws on student activities should be strictly enforced to
prevent nore underground novenents frominciting undergraduates to becone
mlitants.

He said sone of the authorities now seened to be unaware that they had
the power to stanp out these novenents or do not want to use their power.

"From now on, the Universities and University Coll eges Act 1971 nust be
enforced seriously,” he told reporters after opening an International Law
Conference at Universiti Ml aya.

The Act prohibits undergraduates fromtaking part in political
activities, anong ot her things.

Rais said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had directed the
relevant ministries and the Attorney-General's Chanbers to ensure the | aw
was enforced.

"Students who are involved in such novements will face action

Rai s added that he would nmeet Musa tonorrow to discuss the | ega
gui del i nes on the proposed requirenment that students sign a good behavi our
bond.

He said they would al so discuss the | egal aspects of nonitoring teaching
staff in universities to ensure they remain focused on their duties.

Al so present was Universiti Ml aya vice-chancel |l or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar
Zaini M Zain.

Anuar told reporters that the university was closely nonitoring its
students' activities.

"At the nonent, there is nothing."

However, he added that they would continue to be vigilant and take
action agai nst students who took part in such activities.

"l have nmentioned this many tines to our students. Their duty is to
study and get know edge, be productive citizens. There is nothing el se for
themto do in canmpus."”

he sai d.

( END)
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