11 JUN 2001
Mahat hir- d obal i zati on
MUSLI M COUNTRI ES SHOULD ACT | N CONCERT TO SHAPE GLOBALI ZATI ON, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that Mislimcountries should act in concert in
t he shapi ng of globalization so that it can benefit themand the rest of
the worl d.

He said Muslins could not reject globalization outright but could
influence its interpretation, regulate it, change its base and reshape it.
"d obal i zati on need not nmean a borderless world. The borders coul d

still be there and should be respected,” he told participants of an
i nternational sem nar on "The |Inpact of ( obalization on the Islanmic Wrld
| ssues and Challenges in the 21st Century" here.

He said information in all forms could cross borders unrestricted
because of nodern technol ogy.

However, Dr Mahathir said Muslins could devel op the software and even
har dwar e whi ch coul d keep out at |east sone of the dirt which cone with the
i nf ormati on.

He said Muslins must renenber that they had missed the Industrial
Revol uti on conpl etely because they were busy debati ng whet her noderni zation
was conpatible with Islamor not.

"Whil e they were condemi ng each other over trivia regarding science
and religion, while they considered for years whether electricity could be
used in nmobsques or not, the Europeans were busy applying their new
know edge of things nechanical, of engineering, of reducing human | abour
wi th machines,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms were now again being left behind in the
I nformati on Revol uti on which would shrink the world and force Muslins to be
rubbi ng shoul ders with all kinds of people whomwere not only of different
religions but possessing new noral val ues.

He said it was not possible for Muslins to isolate thenselves as in the
past because the invasions of the Muslimworld was al ready on and becane
even nore pervasive.

"Now we have gl obalization, a world wi thout borders. Can we keep out
things if we have no borders? Spy planes and satellites | ook down at us and
see everything that we do. There is no nore privacy and Muslins are very
private people," he said.

The prime mnister said the advocates of gl obalization were furiously
preparing thensel ves to take advantage of a borderless world market.

They came together with giant banks and corporations, acquiring and
nmergering, getting bigger than nost countries and even could buy up
countries if they want to, he said.

"They are truly powerful and very influential. Reducing investnents,
pul ling out capital, deval uing currencies, pressuring governments to change
and to legislate in their favour and a host of other things can be done by
these giants which will be good for them but not necessarily good for the
country in which they operate or in the world at large,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms could be invaded by ideas and val ues and nora
codes that were alien to them wth the sanme effect as mlitary invasion

"In fact, it is worse than that as every aspect of our lives will be
i nvaded. Qur minds will be invaded. Even our religion will be invaded," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said unfortunately, there were many Muslins in nmost Miuslim
countries who would not do anything to save thenselves but actively try to



prevent other Mislins fromtaking pre-enptive action by violently opposing
it.

VWhet her it was strange or not, every tine Miuslimcountries try to take
positive nmeasures to keep up with devel opnent with the rest of the world
and to prevent thenselves from being dom nated by others, there would be
groups of Muslimfanatics doing their best to keep Miuslins backward and
vul nerable in the nane of Islam he said.

He rem nded that Mislimcountries and Miuslim governments have a duty to
ensure that globalization would not result in the marginalisation of their
countries as happened with the Industrial Revolution and Industrial Age.

"We cannot afford it this tinme. If once we m ss the opportunity to keep
pace with the radical and rapi d advances now bei ng made with technol ogy and
t he sciences, the changes they cause to the world' s perceptions of things,
the new i deas and concept in human and international relations; if we mss
all these and fail to handle themthen we will not only be nmarginalised,
but we will be dom nated and hegenoni sed pernmanently,"” he said.

The prime mnister said Mislins have to accept and practise alien
i deol ogi es, concepts and values, and try to understand gl obalization

"Understandi ng this, we nmust prepare ourselves not only to fend off
dangers but to make use of globalization so as to catch up with the
devel oped countries in both information technol ogy and i ndustri al
capacity," he added.
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