18/ 04/ 2001

Muslinms urged to master skills

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today called on
Muslims in the world to master skills which are necessary to help Muslim
nati ons be on par with devel oped countries.

Drawi ng attention to why very few Muslins in Mislimcountries were
capabl e of devel oping their nations to achi eve a devel oped status, the
Prime M nister expl ained about the great deal of confusion anong Misli s
regardi ng secul ari sm

He said the Muslins tend to regard anything that was not about the
ritualistic expression of Islamic faith, about Islamc |aws and theol ogy
as bei ng secul ar.

"This is rather unfortunate because it tends to nake |Islama reclusive
religion, incapable of understandi ng and dealing with anything other than
what they perceive as being religious."

He said this perception of |Islamwas doubly wong because |slamis not
just a faith to be believed in but it is a way of life.

"I'slam shoul d therefore be concerned with everything that is done in
daily life whether as an individual or a community."

In his speech at the official opening of the International Islamc
Uni versity Mal aysia and t he second general conference of the federation of
universities in the Muslimworld in Gonbak, Dr Mahathir al so said the
| earning of agricultural science and rel ated subjects nust certainly be a
duty which Muslinms cannot negl ect or consider as irrelevant to |Islamand
t he Musli ns.

"So are the other sciences which can contribute to the well-being of
the Muslins, to their freedomfrom hegenony and oppression by their
enenm es, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said there were some who believed that Muslins could
never master the skills and know edge to conpete with their detractors in
the invention, production and use of nodern weapons and ot her products.

"This is a defeatist attitude unworthy of Islam W know very well that
the Muslinms were superior to all others in the past in the production of
weapons, other products and in their skilful usage.”

Dr Mahathir said the real reason why Miuslimcountries were far behind
t he devel oped nations was because "we are advised that our religious duty
is to study religion because it will gain us merit in the next world".

"I ndeed parents are known to insist their children study religion
because they, the parents, would gain nerit for thenselves also. In
Mal aysi a, professionals have been known to express regret that they had
chosen to go into a profession when they should have studied religion.

"We know that many Muslins study vari ous non-religious subjects such as
sci ence and engi neering but many nore who shoul d be studying these
i mportant subjects are not doing so because even t hough they may be
brilliant they are made to believe that these are secul ar subjects."

Dr Mahathir said a favourite approach of those who are opposed to the
acqui sition of non-religious know edge is to accuse the Governnment which
is pronpting non-religious education of being un-Islamc.

"The subjects were all labelled as secular and therefore unsuitable for
Muslinms to study. Miuslimstudents would feel guilty if they insist on
studyi ng these subjects and they would do their best to devote nore tine
toreligion in order not to be regarded as inpious by their peers.

"The result is that their ability to naster these subjects would be



i npaired.”

Dr Mahathir said in sone cases, such Muslim Governnments were actually
attacked by urban guerrillas and the | eaders woul d be assassi nated every
now and agai n.

This resulted in severe shortage of scientists and technocrats. In fact
even trained adm ni strators and busi ness rmanagers are in short supply.

The Prime M nister said these were the reasons why there were so few
Muslims in Muslimcountries capabl e of devel oping their countries to the
| evel of the devel oped countries of the world.

"There appears to be no possibility that a Muslimcountry woul d energe
as a world power in the foreseeable future, no matter how big they are.

"The Muslimcountries mssed the industrial revolution conpletely. Now
we are likely to mss the informati on age and the concomit ant
gl obal i sation also. W are sinply not prepared for these radical changes
in technology and the rel ati on between nations."

Dr Mahathir said gl obalisation was rapidly advanci ng and Muslim
countries were not even a part of the process of interpreting
gl obal i sati on.

"After the Wirld Trade Organi sation has been fornmed all kinds of
subjects totally unrelated to trade are being introduced as issues for
trade negoti ati ons between nenbers of the WO

"The | MF was once used as an agency for inmposing the will of the rich
countries on the poor. But its reach was limted in a way. The WO wi ||
cover every nenber. Once a rule is accepted failure on the part of a
menber to conply can lead to countervailing measures on the part of the
rich and even to trade sanctions."”

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said if transparency in Governnent procurenent
was agreed to, the | ocals woul d have to conpete with powerful
i nternational contractors who could outbid their |local conpetition.

In the end the |ocal contractors for Governnent supplies or construction
woul d all go under.

"Ei ther way the poor businesses fromthe poor countries will |ose."

Dr Mahathir said few Muslimcountries are conversant with the processes
of globalisation. They are all disunited in facing the chall enges and the
negoti ati ons.

"They do not have a commopn stand. Sone are under obligation to the rich
and may not oppose the interpretations on globalisation fornul ated by the
rich. But once they have committed thenselves to the WIQ, they will not be
able to get out of it.

"In the end they will | ose control over their countries. They will |ose
t hei r i ndependence.”

( END)



	Muslims urged to master skills (NST 18/04/2001)

