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By: Harlina Sanmson

DUBAI, April 26 (Bernama) -- Muslins today are no | ess capabl e of
acqui ri ng know edge, of innovations and inventions, of spewi ng new ideas to
build the great Muslimcivilization as Islamprovides all the necessary
gui dance, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said for various reasons, the Miuslinms nust go back to the true
teachings of the Quran and the Hadith and put their houses in order by
adm ni stering and governing the country well, prompoting stability and
econom ¢ growt h.

"If we are today | aggi ng behind, disdained and oppressed by others, it
i s because we have actually forsaken the true teachings of our religion and
returned to our pre-Islamc ways, feuding with each other, closing our
m nds to nodern know edge and ignoring reality, deceiving ourselves that we
are better than others when we are not," he said.

The prime mnister, who arrived here today for a two-day visit, was
speaki ng on "Meeting the Challenges of the 21st Century: Role of Mislim
Nations" at the Emrates International Forum here.

About 450 participants, nostly corporate and business | eaders attended
the forum

Dr Mahathir said the Muslins had msinterpreted or wongly pl aced
enphasis on the teachings of Islamby stressing on formrather than
substance that the Muslins found thensel ves unable to neet the chall enges
of the Industrial Age and now the Information Age.

"We should have learnt the | essons fromour failure to participate in
the Industrial Revolution and should prepare ourselves to participate in
the Informati on Revolution, but we are not," he said.

He said the Muslimnations nust use their wealth to build needed
infrastructures and to equip thenselves with all the skills of the
Informati on Age and the Industrial Age as well.

"We nust always be at the cutting edge of technol ogy," he said.

In facing the world that was changi ng fast physically, technologically
and in ternms of ideas and concept of human relations, human rights, and the
rel ati ons between peoples and countries, Dr Mahathir said the Mislins
shoul d pause and take stock to plan for the entire future that woul d take
to achi eve any degree of success.

Stressing again that the Muslins nust go back to the true teachi ngs of
Islam he said the Quran and Hadith had obvi ously converted the ignorant
desert Arabs into a brave and tal ented people who were able to build in
| ess than 100 years a huge enpire from Spain in the west to China in the
east, the greatest civilization the world had ever seen

"If Islamcould do these to the Jahiliah, the ignorant ones, there is
no reason why it cannot do the sane for us now. W are not as ignorant as
those feuding Arab tribes,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the truth was that the Mislins had deviated fromthe
teachings of Islamand had at tines rejected it in practical ternms, and
even grossly abused it.

G ving an exanple, he said the Muslinms were told that they were
brothers and to fight only with those not of the faith who made the Mislins
their enem es but instead, now the Muslins fight "jihads" against fell ow
Musl i ms, declaring theminfidels when they were actually not.

He said if the Muslins were to follow the true teachings of Islamon
the need to be able to defend thensel ves, one cannot but agree on the need



to acquire knowl edge in all fields to ensure the well-being of the Muslins
and the safety of their countries.

"We should actually be formulating and i nproving on all the sciences
and the skills required for a nodern Islanmc states where the ummah is
protected and where they are free of poverty, having adequate good food,
able to clothe thenselves and |ive in decent dwellings, respected and even
| ooked up by the rest of the world," he said.

Touchi ng on denocracy at length, the prine mnister said Mislim
countries should not be in a hurry to enbrace denocracy especially |ibera
denocracy as the Muslins do not really understand how it works.

He said Muslimcountries today, w thout exception, were being pressured
to switch to denocracy because this was the current ideol ogy.

The only good thing about denocracy was that theoratically, at |east,

t he governnment could be changed wi t hout viol ence, he said.

"Good governance is not beyond us Muslinms. Rules and regul ations,
rewards and puni shnent can be devised to ensure that there is m nimal
corruption and abuse. System of nonitoring perfornmances can be put in place
in order to maxim se the achi evenents of the governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said for the Muslimcountries to play an inportant role in
this century, good governments dedi cated to devel oping the countries to
achi eve devel oped country status nust first be established.

In this Information Age, he said, the Miuslins have to strengthen the
I slami c noral strength not by appealing to blind faith but by reason and
| ogi c.

Expressi ng confidence that given the opportunity, Mislins schol ars
woul d once again dom nate the world, the prine minister said their faith
woul d bring norality into the application of know edge that they acquired.

Dr Mahathir said the Muslins must eschewed aggressiveness and
t hought | ess vi ol ence and nust seek peace and seek to live in peace with the
rest of the world.

"I am absolutely sure that the oppression of the Muslins will cease
once the Miuslins and their countries are as well devel oped as the best
devel oped countries in the world," he said.

The prime mnister said that when the Muslimcountries succeed in
est abl i shi ng good governnments and devel opi ng t hensel ves, they should be
prepared to help all poor countries and not only poor Mislimcountries.

"The rich of the world, be they Miuslinms or non-Mislins, nust help the
poor to enrich thenselves. W should not be proselytising but we nust
correct their wong inpressions of Islamas being an anachroni smgiven to
violent and irrational behaviours.

"It is the duty of Muslins to give Islama good i mage even if it gains
not hi ng, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said to accept gl obalisation, which so far was an idea
crystallised and interpreted by the West, the Muslimcountries nust have a
say in the shaping up of the globalised world.

"Qur proposal nust be nore equitable and fair, ainmng at nothing I ess
than the enriching of all the peoples of the world, irrespective of race or
religion or geographical location," he said.

The Muslinms and Miuslimcountries nmust once again play the role that
they played when they built the Great Muslim Civilization

After achieving this or even while striving to achieve this, it was
nmost |ikely that many of the problens in the relation between Mislim and
non- Musl i m countries would be resolved, Dr Mihathir said.
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