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MUSLI M5 MUST BE BRAVE | N PROTECTI NG | MAGE OF | SLAM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 26 (Bernama) -- Mislins nust be brave in opposing
el ements that can tarnish the image of Islam Mnister in the Prinme
M nister's Department Brig Jen (B) Datuk Abdul Ham d Zainal Abidin said
t oday.

He said history showed that such elenents had frequently frustrated the
efforts of Muslins to achi eve success.

"W oppose efforts to nake a nockery of Islam and the phenonenon of
such actions by the West; we shoul d al so oppose all elenments of extrem sm
like indiscrimnate acts of belittling a fellow Miuslim for being
purportedly un-Islamc, using force at the wong place and tinme and ot her
actions which do not reflect the sanctity of Islam" he said.

Abdul Hamid said this at the national-1evel 1422 Maal H jrah gathering
at StadiumPutra in Bukit Jalil here which was graced by Yang di - Pertuan
Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah

Al so present were the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Aishah, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badaw .

The gathering, thenmed "Unity the Catal yst of Ummah's Devel opnent™, was
al so attended by the prinme mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Al'i and Abdul lah's wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood.

Abdul Hami d said al though these phenonena night be minor, their inpact
on Islamwas big, |like the Malay proverb "hanya nila setitik rosak susu
sebel anga" (a rotten apple spoils the whole bunch).

He said any acts and behavi our which could bring shane to Islamwould
only negate all the good of the religion because society would judge Islam
by the actions of its followers.

"This is because |Islam preaches peace but is portrayed by its followers
as a religion which advocates chaos, |slamteaches tol erance but is
depicted as cruel and the |ikes which are so shaneful,"” he said.

He said Miuslins should realise and renmenber that Islamis their nost
val uabl e possession and thus should be carefully preserved.

The gathering, thenmed "Unity the Catal yst of Ummah's Devel opnent™, was
al so attended by the prinme mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Al'i and Abdul lah's wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood.

Abdul Hami d said al though these phenonena nmight be minor, their inpact
on Islamwas big, like the Malay proverb "hanya nila setitik rosak susu
sebel anga" (a rotten apple spoils the whole bunch).

He said any acts and behavi our which could bring shane to Islamwould
only negate all the good of the religion because society would judge Islam
by the actions of its followers.

"This is because |Islam preaches peace but is portrayed by its followers
as a religion which advocates chaos, |Islamteaches tol erance but is
depicted as cruel and the |ikes which are so shaneful,"” he said.

He said Miuslins should realise and renmenber that Islamis their nost
val uabl e possession and thus should be carefully preserved.

Abdul Hamid said efforts to rejuvenate the characteristics of a devout
Musl i m based on strong personal traits should be speeded up to save Mislins
who were hit by misfortunes all this while.

Meanwhi | e, 1422 Maal Hijrah Personality Datuk Dr Ismail |brahimsaid
there should be a clear distinction between political interests and
religious interests which need to be defended by all Mislimns.



Musl i ms, who make up 54 percent of the country's popul ation, could not
afford to be split in facing i ssues which touch on the religion, said Dr
Ismail, the Director-General of the Institute of Islanm c Understanding
Mal aysia (1kin).

"I'f we (Muslins) are divided, we will beconme the mnority and this wll
make it difficult for us to demand our rights,” he told a press conference
after the cel ebration.

He said the need to defend the religion and the rights and privil eges
of the Mal ays shoul d supersede party politics.

"Let's not politicise Islamto the extent of being detrinental to us.
If we play too much politics we will be marginalised forever,"” he said.

The Religious Adviser to the Prine Mnister, Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul
Ham d O hman, who was al so present, said Muslinms in the country should be
united to defend the status of Islamas enshrined in the constitution.
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