28 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - Chi na
MUSLI M5 MORE ADVANCED | F PROPHET' S | NJUNCTI ON OBEYED, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
the Muslinms woul d be nore advanced today if they had obeyed Prophet
Muhammad' s i njunction to seek know edge even in China.

The prime mnister said the Westerners had becone nore advanced today
because they had gone to China earlier to acquire know edge and the
sci ences devel oped by the Chinese.

"The Chinese (then) had already learnt to nmake expl osives although at
that time they used it not to destroy people, but instead to nake as nuch
noi se as possible in order to chase the dragons or chase the devils.

"OF course the Europeans saw the potentials of the explosives in
hurling weapons to greater distances and fromthat beginning of the
acqui sition of the know edge of maki ng expl osives, today we see rockets
reaching to the nmoon and the planets and to the other stars,” he said when
opening the "Six Centuries of Islamc Art In China" exhibition here.

The West, he said, had also learnt the skills of making paper from
Chi na.

"Those who acqui red knowl edge from China stood to gain considerably if
they focused on developing it. Unfortunately, not many Muslins followed the
i njunction of the prophet and they did not go to China to acquire know edge
and therefore they are the | osers because of that," he said.

Dr Mahathir believed that the exhibition on the Islamc art in China
woul d open the eyes of many Ml aysi ans, especially the Ml ays, to enable
themto understand why the prophet had enjoined upon the Mislins to seek
know edge even in China.

"Even at the tinme of the prophet, it nust have been obvi ous that China
had al ready advanced trenmendously, that its arts and its sciences had
advanced to a stage which was worthy of acquisition by others, and the
prophet urged the Muslins to seek know edge in China," he said.

The exhibition would al so provide great opportunities for Ml aysians to
know about Islamin China and the fact that |slam had been accepted by the
Chi nese nmuch earlier than it was accepted by the Ml ays.

"It is going to be a unique experience for us to be able to see sone of
the art pieces in China actually exhibited in Kuala Lunpur,” he said.

The prime mnister said the Chinese were al so known to be very artistic
in producing art objects and they had applied their skills to their
acquired faith of Islam

"Some of the products of the Chinese Miuslins in China illustrate the
skills of the Chinese as well as their dedication to the new faith that
t hey had acquired," he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that the exhibition would al so help to cenent closer
rel ati ons between Ml aysi ans and the Chi nese peopl e.

The exhibition at the Islamic Arts Muiseum Mal aysi a which ends on Cct
28, has on display some 200 artefacts which include historical and cultura
docunents, crafts, nusical instrunents and costunmes of the mnority of the
nationalities in China.

It ains to provide an insight into the comng of Islamto China, the
conparative influences between the Islam c and Chinese world and the rich
cultural diversity of its vast |ands.

The exhibition is being held in collaboration with the Miseum of
Cul tural Palace of Nationalities in Beijing and the North West Mnorities
Uni versity, Lanzhou, China.
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