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MUSA: SUHAKAM W LL PLAY I TS ROLE | N ACCORDANCE W TH HUMAN RI GHTS ACT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion
(Suhakan), which canme under fire over its report on the illegal gathering
at Jal an Kebun in Shah Alamon Nov 5 | ast year, said today it would
continue to discharge its duties in accordance with provisions under the
Human Ri ghts Act 1999

Its Chairman Tan Sri Misa Hi tam said al though there were various
perceptions by the people over Suhakami s role, including negative ones, it
woul d honour its responsibilities according to its interpretation of the
Act .

There are three forner judges and a | aw professor in Suhakamto ensure
it did not act beyond the stipulated | egal franework, he said when speaking
at the launch of the Human Rights Day by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Suhakam was criticised by various quarters including Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad over its 66-page report rel eased on Aug 20
on the Jal an Kebun incident which said that the police acted heavy-handedly
when di spersing the illegal assenblers.

It also blaned "sone existing practices and policies of the police and
the other authorities" as the contributory factors to the human rights
vi ol ati ons.

Musa, who is also a forner deputy prime mnister, said anong the roles
and functions of Suhakamwere to instil awareness and educate the nasses on
human rights, to advise the governnment on human rights and investigate
conpl aints on human rights viol ations.

In carrying out its responsibilities, Misa said, Suhakam held di al ogues
wi th various groups, including governnent agencies and non-gover nnent al
organi sations, to gather information on various issues about human rights
in Mal aysia that needed to be inproved.

VWhen tal ki ng about human rights, many people focused only on freedom of
expression and politics while the two only forned a small fraction of the
whol e human rights concept which covered a wi der area including social
culture and religious aspects, he said.

Thus, the first Human Rights Day celebrations this year is thenmed
"Human Ri ghts For The Unfortunate."

This is because al though the Ml aysian governnent and the people were
generally sensitive to the needs of the unfortunate, there were still much
to be done for them he said.

In conjunction with the cel ebrations, Misa said, a forumwould be held
to di scuss various aspects of human rights of children, wonen and the
handi capped.

He said the recommendati ons nade at the forumwould be conpiled into a
report and submitted to Parlianent for consideration

He al so said Suhakam woul d observe Sept 9 as the Human Rights Day in
Mal aysi a every year to coincide with the date of gazetting of the Ml aysian
Human Ri ghts Act 1999
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