27/ 04/ 2001
Musl i ms nust devi se system of governance, says PM

Ashraf Abdul | ah i n Duba

DUBAI, Thurs. - Miuslimnations can only take on chall enges of the 21st
century if they can put their own house in order and learn fromtheir
failures, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said that for a variety of reasons, Mislins had been
reduced fromfront-runners during the days of the great Mislim
civilisation many centuries ago to | aggards today.

He cited constant feuds anmong Muslins, misinterpretation of the Quran
and the hadith, the work of "political ulama" who preached hatred of
Musl i s who did not accept their teachings and politics, as well as the
so-cal | ed schol ars who denounced worldly skills, as reasons for the
failure.

Addr essi ng an audi ence conprisi ng sone 450 | eadi ng busi nessnen from
t hroughout the United Arab Enmirates, Dr Mahathir said Miuslins were no | ess
capabl e of acquiring know edge, of innovations and new i deas.

He said having failed to participate in the Industrial Revol ution,
Musl i s nust now be prepared to take on chall enges of the Infornmation Age.

"W nmust administer our countries well, pronoting stability and econonic
grow h."

The weal th generated should be used to build rmuch needed infrastructure
and to equip thenselves with skills of the Informati on Age and of the
I ndustrial Age.

"W nust always be at the cutting edge of technology," Dr Mahathir said
in his keynote address entitled "Meeting the Chall enges of the 21st
Century: Role of the Muslim Nations" at the Emirates would be good for
certain countries, especially in the Mddle East, Dr Mahathir replied:
"The problemwi th dictatorship is that if you put the wong dictator, it
will be difficult to renbve him You will probably have to shoot him"

Dr Mahathir said giving the right to every citizen to cast votes al so
did not guarantee that the right Governnent was el ected.

"Because it is always possible to buy votes, and it is always possible
to get sone public relations people to dress you up and make you | ook
handsone, you get elected. It has nothing to do with the policies you
pursue," he said.

He said in the United States, the greatest proponent of |iberal
denocracy, the recent presidential election was even taken to court,
somet hing that normally took place in Third Wrld countries.

He said every country should be given the opportunity to choose its own
system

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said it was difficult to understand
how denocracy worked, especially |iberal denocracy.

"It is not the systemthat matters. It is good governance by good people
that we need. And feudal kings, even dictators, have provided and can
provi de good gover nance. "

"The only thing good about denmocracy is that theoretically at |east, we
can change Governnents without violence," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that a good Governnent was not beyond Muslins as what
t hey needed was a professional civil service, police and defence forces.

"They can all be trained and installed with the right spirit and the
proper sense of duty to the nation."

Under a good honest |eader, he said, be he a King, Prine Mnister or
Presi dent, hel ped by advi sers and experts, a country coul d devel op.



"If the Muslimcountries are going to play a role in this century, they
must first establish good Governnents dedi cated to devel oping the
countries to achi eve devel oped country status. W are not going to be able
to do this overnight. It will take time, alot of tine, but it is
possi bl e," he said.

At the question-and-answer session, Dr Mahathir spoke on a nyriad of
i ssues including the need for Muslins countries to achieve their own
gl obal i sation process simlar to the days of the Geat Miuslim
Civilisation.
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