20/ 02/ 2001

Must apa to be appoi nt ed NEAC advi ser

ECONOM C Advi ser to the Finance M nistry Datuk Mistapa Mhaned i s expected
to be appointed as adviser to the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC)
next nonth.

A source said Mustapa will replace NEAC head of secretariat Dr Sul ai man
Mahbob who wi |l be named secretary-general of a ministry.

The appointnment will not affect Mustapa's position at the Finance
M nistry, the source told Business Tines yesterday.

Must apa served as deputy to Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n until he
|l ost his Jeli parlianmentary seat in the Novenber 1999 general el ections.
He i s Kel antan Umo's information chief.

Sul ai man, neanwhil e, was the executive director of the Ml aysi an
Institute of Econom c Research back prior to becone the deputy vice-
chancel | or (devel opnent) for Universiti Utara Malaysia in 1997.

The NEAC, chaired by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, was
set up in January 1998 at the height of the Asian financial crisis as a
consultative body to advi se the Governnent on nmeasures to counter the
econom ¢ chal | enges.

It assists the Governnent in policy formulation and i npl enmentation of
short-and mediumtermstrategies to strengthen the econom ¢ base of the
country, and restore public and investor confidence.

The NEAC i s headed by Dai mwho serves as its executive director, and
conprises economc mnisters as well as representatives fromsel ected
organi sations and various fields in the private sector.
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