21 SEP 2001
Myanmar - Vi si t
MYANVAR PREM ER VI SI TI NG MALAYSI A NEXT WEEK

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- Myanmar Prinme M nister Senior
Ceneral Than Shwe will arrive here on Tuesday for a three-day visit.

This will be his second visit to Malaysia; the first was in 1996 during
whi ch an agreenment between the two governments on economc, scientific and
techni cal cooperation was signed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad visited Myanmar in
January during which Ml aysian conpanies were invited to invest in that
country, especially in the processing of raw material, and inport Myanmar
products.

According to the itinerary of Than Shwe's visit issued by Wsma Putra
today, he is scheduled to nmeet Dr Mahathir in Putrajaya on Tuesday. Both
| eaders are expected to discuss bilateral matters as well as regional
i ssues of conmon concern.

This will be followed by a del egation neeting and the signing of
bi | ateral agreenents between Ml aysia and Myanmar.

Than Shwe, who is also Myanmar's State Peace and Devel opnent Counci |
chai rman, and the del egation are scheduled to attend a di nner hosted by Dr
Mahat hir .

The Myanmar del egation will visit the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent
Cor poration and Petronas Twin Towers on Wdnesday before departing for
Langkawi . They will |eave for Yangon fromthe island on Thursday.

Myanmar, covering 676,577 sq km is the largest country in the
Sout heast Asian mainland in terns of |and size, and shares borders with
Bangl adesh, India, China, Laos and Thail and.

It becane a nenber of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) in 1997.

Wth a 50 million population, the country has a | arge supply of cheap
| abour and unt apped natural resources.

Mal aysia is Myanmar's sixth largest investor with its conpanies
actively involved in 12 projects and having investnents totalling RML. 248
billion.

Areas of investrment include furniture manufacturing and the production
of apparels, toys, food products and oil and gas, hotel, tourismand real
est at e devel opnent .

According to statistics, total trade between Ml aysia and Myanmar | ast
year ampunted to RML. 142 bilion as against RML. 107 billion in 1999.

Mal aysia's main exports to Myanmar include crude petrol eum vegetable
oil, margarine, plastic and glass products while its inports from Myanmar
conprise mainly agricultural products.

Mal aysi a has been appointed by United Nations Secretary-CGeneral Kofi
Annan to try to resolve the conflict in Myanmar between the governnent and
the National League for Denocracy |eader Aung San Suu Kyi .

Tan Sri Razali Ismail, the former Ml aysian Permanent Representative to
the UN, is now the UN Special Envoy to Myannar.
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