27 AUG 2001
Megawat i - MAS
M SI A SEEKS MORE LANDI NG RI GHTS | N JAKARTA

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia today requested for nore
landing rights for the national flag-carrier Malaysia Airlines on the Kual a
Lunpur - Jakarta sector during a neeting here between the Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and visiting | ndonesian President Megawati
Sukar noputri .

There was justification for Malaysia to nake the request since there
were many | ndonesi an workers in Ml aysia, according to the Foreign Mnister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar when briefing reporters |ater.

Currently MAS has two daily flights to Jakarta from Kual a Lunpur.

He said insufficient flights on that sector would only pronpt the
I ndonesi an i nm grant workers to go to Singapore or other countries to take
their flight home.

Syed Hanmid said Mal aysia had al ready forwarded such request to the
previ ous | ndonesi an | eadership and was now following it up with Megawati .

He said Mal aysia should benefit fromaccepting a | ot of Indonesian
wor kers and hoped that the request would be considered favourably.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahat hir and Megawati di scussed co-operation in
security, econony and energy, anong other things.

Dr Mahathir expressed Malaysia's intention to buy coal from lndonesia
for the energy sector and told Megawati that Ml aysian investors were keen
to invest in the republic.

The prime mnister was pleased with Megawati's statenment that the
situation in Indonesia was back to normal and has stabilised and that she
was wor ki ng towards her country's econom c recovery, Syed Ham d said.

Dr Mahathir said besides having invested in Indonesia' s plantation
sector, Ml aysia was al so | ooking at other opportunities, citing as an
exanpl e Petronas and Pertam na's coll aboration in an oil and gas concession
in the republic.

As to whether there was any | ndonesian request for financial aid, Syed
Ham d sai d there was none.
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