08/ 09/ 2001

Naji b: No decision yet on Sukhoi fighter offer

PEKAN, Fri. - Although the Ml aysi an Governnent has received offers from
Russia to purchase its Sukhoi SU-30MK nultirole conbat aircraft, there has
yet to be any decision on the matter.

Furthernore, the teamof Royal Ml aysian Air Force personnel sent to
Russia to test the aircraft |ast nonth have yet to conplete their m ssion.
Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the Russian Gover nnent
had offered to the Mal aysi an Governnent the conbat aircraft which are the

sane as the ones ordered by the | ndian Governnent.

"However, we have not made any decision on this as the purchase of
noder n, sophisticated and high capability aircraft such as the Sukhoi -
SU3SOMK needs quite sonme tine to be reviewed and it nust be done on al
aspects.

"W cannot solely concentrate on the comrercial offer which was nade by
t he Russi an Governnment but we have to | ook at the actual capability of the
aircraft, especially its conbat capabilities.

"Besides this, we need sone tine to go through and ascertain the rea
performance of the aircraft besides identifying the technol ogy transfer
which is needed for the interest of our country.

"Due to this | do not expect any decision to be nade on this matter
before or during the upconing Langkawi International Mritinme and
Aerospace (LI MA) Exhibition 2001 which will be held next nonth."

He, however, said the purchase of other aircraft such as helicopters,

m ght be made during the LI MA exhibition, but it would not involve the
multirol e conbat aircraft.

Naji b said this when asked on a Business Tines report that Mlaysia's
proposal to buy a few of the Russian fighter aircraft Sukhoi-SU30MK worth
some US$35 million (RML33 million) each, which was shel ved four years ago
due to the Asian financial crisis, is expected to be revived.

Speaki ng after neeting the fishernen's wi ves at Kual a Pahang here today,
Naji b said the Governnment was still assessing the various proposal s that
Mal aysi a has recei vedf romthe Russian government over the past few years.

"Anything of this nature is quite a major undertaking as we have to | ook
at the system c approach to maintaining the aircraft on a | ong-term
basis.”

On his visit to Russia with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad from Sept 12 to 16, Najib said the Ml aysi an del egati on woul d al so
be neeting the Russian CGovernment as to listen to their proposal over this
matter. "W have our plans and t he nodernisation of the Arned Forces will
be done according to our capabilities."
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