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Abdul I ah- Ji had
NASHARUDDI N' S JI HAD CALL | NAPPROPRI ATE, SAYS DPM

LANGKAW , Cct 10 (Bernanmm) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi said today that it was inappropriate of PAS secretary-general
Nasharuddin Mat |Isa to encourage the people especially its party nenbers to
fight al ongside Taliban forces in a jihad (holy war) against the United
St at es.

"He should not have recommended it to Ml aysi ans because we shoul d not
interfere in what's happening in Afghanistan,” he told reporters after
attendi ng the weekly Cabinet neeting chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad at "Rumah Kabi net" at the peak of Gunung Raya here

He was asked to conment on the statenent by Nasharuddin over the nmatter
as reported today. In the news report, Nasharuddin was quoted to have said
that PAS had declared a jihad against the US for its retaliation against
Af ghani stan and had given the green light to its nmenbers to fight al onsgide
Tal i ban forces.

Abdul | ah sai d that Nasharuddin coul d have done so to seek popularity.

"W synpat hi sed over what's happening but it does not nean that we
shoul d di spatch Mal aysians to be involved in the affairs of other countries
if we were to take into account the heightened civil war between the
Rabbani faction and the Taliban in Afghanistan,” he said.

Asked on whet her the government would prevent this, Abdullah, who is
Hone M nister, said: "W do not know whether or not there are Ml aysi ans
who have gone on the jihad because this is a matter that we are at present
not involved in because our stand is that we do not support the US action
in striking against that country.”

He said that the matter was not di scussed at the Cabinet neeting.

"It will have no bearing to the country but many people will junmp to
conclusion...the inmportant is that the government's stand is generally
supported by the people,” he said when asked on the inplications of the
call for jihad.

Abdul | ah said it was essential that all parties were united over the
matter to pronote the governnent's efforts for a conference to be held at
the United Nations | evel where representatives of affected countries could
be present to hold discussions as there were many issues related to
terrorism

He said that the convening of the conference was vital and that was why
t he governnment had directed the heads of its foreign msison to seek the
views of the respective governments to drum up support so that they could
be present at the proposed conference.

"We hope that the UNis willing to be the host of the conference,” he
sai d.

"Who are the people defined as terrorists...whether those fighting for
the freedomof a country are also considered terrorists, that is another
guestion," he said.

Abdul | ah said that for sonme, they were considered terrorists but for
some others, they were considered as freedomfighters.

"What is crucial is that there are terrorists and crimnals and we
shoul d understand the issues being faced by the world,"” he said.

The deputy prine mnister said that this was happeni ng everywhere and
what happened in one country woul d have an effect on another and the events
in the US had affected the econony.

Abdul | ah said that the problemof terrorismwas trans-boundary as it



was not restricted to a certain country and instead requires the
under st andi ng and cooperation of governments.

"In this way, information can be shared because terrorists are
everywhere and they can go anywhere, so that we will be able to keep track
of their novements to take appropriate action,” he said.
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