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NATI ONAL VI SI ON POLI CY TO ESTABLI SH PROGRESSI VE BANGSA MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernamm) -- The National Vision Policy, which
was tabled sinultaneously with the Third Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP3)
today, is ainmed at establishing a progressive and prosperous Bangsa
Mal aysia that lives in harnony and engages in full and fair partnership.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamand said econonic growh
woul d be pronoted al ongside efforts ainmed at poverty eradi cati on and
restructuring of society, as well as reducing social, economc, and
regi onal i nbal ances.

He said while inproving material welfare and raising the | evel of
prosperity, special effort would also be nade to instil positive social and
spiritual values to balance ranpant materialism

"In addition, the National Vision Policy will pursue environnentally
friendly and sustainabl e devel opnent to ensure that the environnent is
clean, healthy and attractive as well as capable of sustaining the nation's
needs and aspirations,"” he said when tabling the OPP3 in the Dewan Rakyat
t oday.

The Prime Mnister said the first phase of Vision 2020, which saw the
successful inplenentation of the National Devel opnent Policy during the
1990s, has enabled the country to achieve rapid growh w th w de-rangi ng
transformation of its econonmic, social, physical and institutiona
| andscape.

The Prime Mnister said in recognising the challenges ahead ari sing
from gl obal i sati on, national devel opnment policies would be directed towards
building a resilient and conpetitive nation

"To be able to produce goods and services that can conpete in the
gl obal marketpl ace, we Ml aysians will have to be nore disciplined and
conpetent in whatever we do," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Ml aysi ans shoul d al ways be m ndful of the
peace and harnony that the country is blessed with as it fornmed the bedrock
on whi ch devel opnent efforts are built.

"We should forge national unity and nurture a tolerant and caring
society for the well-being and prosperity for all,"” he added.

The Prime Mnister said if pleas for rationality in the expression of
di ssati sfaction over political, economc or social issues are ignored, we
must accept the need for a stricter enforcement of the |aws of the country.

Dr Mahathir also said that the new di nensi ons of the National Vision
Pol i cy anmpbng others, entailed devel opi ng Mal aysia into a know edge- based
soci ety, generating endogenously-driven growth through strengthening
donmestic investnent and devel opi ng national capability, increasing the
dynam sm of agricul ture, manufacturing, and services sectors and addressing
pockets of poverty in renote areas and anong Orang Asli and Bum putera
mnorities in Sabah and Sarawak.

It also outlined achieving effective Bum putera participation as well
as equity participation of at |east 30 per cent by 2010 and reorientate
human resource devel opnent to support a know edge- based society.

The Prime Mnister said Ml aysians should strive for political maturity
and not be sidetracked into parochialismand extremsmin their views.

He added that for a united and harnoni ous Ml aysi an society, there
shoul d be tol erance and acceptance of the diverse traditions of the
country's multicultural society.

The Prime Mnister also said Ml aysian nust be prepared to work hard



and work smart, be disciplined and have good work ethics.

He added that the National Vision Policy required total commttenent
fromall and everyone should be prepared to work hard to achi eve the
target.

"W nust be prepared to reinvent ourselves, to change our mndsets, to
be i nnovative, resourceful and disciplined, as well as to have a sense of
urgency in the face of increasing challenges,” he added.
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