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Naza goes Kia

FOR A very long tinme, the Naza nane was associated with the inport of
fancy foreign cars fetching premumprices. It has now gone Korean with
the establishnent of subsidiary Naza Kia Sdn Bhd; the sole distributor of
Kia cars in Malaysia. Wth its 56 sales outlets throughout the nation,
sone 18, 000 Ki a vehicles are now seen on | ocal roads, ranging fromthe
medi um si zed Sephi a and Spectra sal oons to the Carnival nultipurpose
vehi cl es and Sportage four-wheel drives. The group has now progressed with
the | ocal assenbly of the popul ar Spectra nodel which was | aunched in
early Cctober by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. The

| ocal | y-assenbl ed Spectra is the product of an RMBO million project, with
the units assenbled by DRB-H comat its autonotive plant in Pekan, Pahang.
There are grand plans for the Naza Group to undertake the | ocal assenbly
once this two-year agreenment with DRB-H comends. Naza G oup Managi ng
Director Tan Sri SM Nasi nuddin SM Anin has rai sed the prospects of a

possi ble joint-venture partnership with Kia Mdtors Corp of South Korea to
set up a car manufacturing plant costing some RML50 million to RVM20OO
mllion.

Sone 600 units of the inported Kia Spectra have been sold in Ml aysia
since the nodel was | aunched back in February. Naza Kia expects to sell up
to 350 units of the | ocally-assenbl ed Spectra - which has an on-the-road
price (excluding insurance) of RMBO,000 - over the next 12 nmonths. The
| ocal | y-assenbl ed Kia Spectra has a 1.6 litre engine with automatic
transm ssi on.

Naza Kia has big plans with Afta | oom ng on the horizon. It plans to
assenble two nore Kia nodels - the 1.8-litre multi-purpose Carns and a
commercial van in April next year. The cars shoul d be available for sale
by next Cctober at the earliest.
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