14/10/ 2001

"Don't judge PM based on incidents'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The peopl e shoul d consi der how Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has perforned in his 20 years as Prine Mnister rather than judge
hi m based on incidents in the | ast few years.

This sentinment was shared by speakers and participants at a sem nar
thened "Dr Mahathir's Thoughts for the Young Generation"” at the Dewan
Bahasa dan Pust aka t oday.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said it was
unfair to judge Dr Mahathir based solely on what had been happeni ng of
| ate such as denonstrations, riots and the spread of slander and lies,
especially by the Qpposition.

"My nessage to Mal aysi ans, especially the young generation, is that they
shoul d give due credit and respect to the man who has brought Ml aysia to
what it is known today locally and internationally."

He al so asked the people to stop poisoning the mnds of the young peopl e
with sl ander and |ies against Dr Mahathir and the Bari san Nasi onal
| eader shi p.

Speaking to reporters after opening the sem nar, Abdullah said the
i ntroduction of various policies by Dr Mahathir had | ed to Ml aysi a
devel opi ng rapidly.

He said Dr Mahathir had taken bold nmeasures, knowi ng very well he would
come under fire, but these had benefited the nation and people in the | ong
run.

Citing exanples, he said people criticised Dr Mahathir when he cane up
with the idea of producing the national car, hosting the Fornula One race,
and privatising sone public sectors, infrastructure and hi ghway projects.

"There were people who were angry with him criticised and sl andered
him and tarnished his name locally and internationally. But we nust
realise that under his adm nistration the nation has progressed
trenendously, practically in all fields.

"Dr Mahathir has taught Ml aysians to boldly face chall enges.”

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi ans had beconme nore confident of facing challenges
inthe newmllennium

Asked on Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat's statenent that
Mal aysi a "appeared peaceful " through the use of Internal Security Act,
Abdul | ah said: "W are a peaceful nation and I do not want to see this
bei ng di srupted.” Abdullah, who is also Home Mnister, said it was correct
that the Governnent's action in stopping denonstrations had nade Ml aysi a
saf e and peacef ul

Meanwhi | e, DBP director-general Datuk A Aziz Deranman said it planned to
hold a simlar semnar on a bigger scale.

The objective of the sem nar was to hel p the younger generation
understand t he thoughts of Dr Mahathir so that they could interpret them
to build up the famly, society and nati on.

Wangsa Maj u branch of the Federation of Peninsular Malay Students acting
presi dent Jaafar Abdul Rahi msaid such a sem nar was crucial as the young
generation nust be given an opportunity to understand the thoughts of Dr
Mahat hi r.

He decribed Dr Mahathir as a creative, innovative and proactive | eader
who had admini stered the nation with excellence

Under the | eadership of Dr Mahathir, Jaafar said, Ml aysia enjoyed
stability.



He added that Mal aysi a managed to speedily recover fromthe recent
econom ¢ downturn because of the brave noves and risks taken by Dr
Mahat hi r whi ch were now acknow edged by many devel opi ng and devel oped
nati ons.
The sem nar was organi sed by the Wangsa Maj u branch of the FPMS with the
co- operation of DBP.
( END)
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