31/10/ 2001

“Qpposition MPs under pressure

OPPCSI TI ON MPs have been criticising the 2002 Budget as they are
frustrated over the Government's success in tabling a people-friendly
Budget, a backbencher told the House yesterday.

Dati n Paduka Seripah Noli Syed Hussin (BN Sepang) said no matter what,
the Opposition would not stop criticising the Governnent.

"They are under pressure owing to the |lack of issues to manipulate,” she
sai d when debating the 2002 Budget, tabled in Parlianment on Cct 19 by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Touching on the RM03.5 million allocation for the Hardcore Poor
Devel opnent Programme, Seripah Noli said enphasis should now be placed on
educating children frompoor fanmlies.

She felt benefits through physical aid would not |ast |ong conpared with
provi di ng adequat e education for the children. Wth proper education, they
woul d be able to escape poverty.

The Sepang MP proposed that the children attend tuiton classes with the
fees borne by the Governnent.

In areas where tuition classes were not avail able, she said the services
of jobl ess graduates should be enpl oyed with reasonabl e al | owances.

Seripah Noli also urged the Governnent to reconsider plans for
uni versity adm ssion based solely on acadenic results.

Pas representative for Jeli Mhd Apandi Mhanmad did not have much praise
for the Budget saying the Government was too optimistic with its forecast
of RMF3 billion in revenue for next year.

"The Governnent should realise that oil prices are going down. Mny
conmpani es are expected to suffer | osses next year, which nmeans | ess tax
woul d be coll ected.”

Mohd Apandi criticised the relatively small allocation to the
Agriculture Mnistry despite the fact that food i nports was expected to
i ncrease.

On the RW43 nillion budget for | ow cost houses, he said nore should be
provi ded for as thousands of people were still wi thout a hone.

He clainmed that in Kelantan and Terengganu, despite |and being all ocated
by the State Governnents for |owcost units, Federal allocations for the
projects were either withdrawn or cancell ed.

Fung Kui Lun (DAP-Bukit Bintang) drew the attention of the House to
Monday' s fl ash fl oods which paral syed various parts of the city.

He said it was the second major flood to hit the city this year, hence
victinms shoul d be conpensated by the Governnent.

( END)
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