19/ 01/ 2001
Need for gradual approach towards gl obali sation

Karmar ul Yunus in Osaka

OSAKA, Thurs: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d changes
in policies to adopt to the globalisation process nmust be inpl enented
gradually to ensure that it is |less destructive to the poor and devel opi ng
countries.

He said gl obalisation should take into consideration the stage of
devel opnent of the poor and devel opi ng countries to ensure they can
conpete with the devel oped ones.

"The conditions applied to all countries nay be the sane but the effects
on the countries differ.

"As such, the poor and devel opi ng countries should be given tine to
adopt to globalisation so that the gap between the rich and poor will be
reduced and the latter will be able to conpete when gl obalisation takes
pl ace," he said at a panel discussion at the Miinichi Internationa
Synposi um her e.

He was asked to el aborate on his earlier speech on pronoting mnutual
under st andi ng between Asia and Japan, especially Kansai that Japan should
not copy the policies of the Wst 100 per cent and shoul d nake changes
gradual ly.

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir had said the economi c problens that Japan
seens unable to overcone is due alnost entirely to its attenpt to adopt in
toto Western practices and Western norns.

"The danmage woul d not be so great and so intractable if the process had
been gradual . But Japan is trying to change everything overnight.

"Change is always disruptive but instant or rapid massive change is the
nmost di sruptive of all,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the current definition of globalisation only
benefits the rich and powerful countries.

"There is a level of playing field but the contestants will not be the
sane, " he said.

For instance, he said, how can small conpani es and banks of devel opi ng
countries conpete with those of devel oped nations which have nmade profits
el sewhere, whereas the |l ocals only concentrate donestically.

He said the devel oped countries, although clainmng thenselves to be the
chanpi on of denobcracy, are reluctant to share their wealth and power wth
t he poor and devel opi ng countri es.

For instance, he said, international organisations such as the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund and the Wrld Bank are only represented by a
f ew devel oped nati ons.

"It seens then globalisation is dom nated by the powerful and the rich
countries," he said.

Later, at a reception to conmenorate the publication of his book,

Refl ections of Asia, by Minichi Shinbun, Dr Mahathir proposed that the
Japanese nedi a organi sations should send their journalists to Sout h- East
Asian countries so that they will get first hand news on these countries
rather than rely on Western news whi ch al ways paint inaccurate reports of
t hose countri es.

( END)
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