27/ 04/ 2001
Need to enhance wel | - bei ng of poor

Ram ah Sul ai man

| AMappalled to note that Ruhayati Mida, a 30-year-old housew fe has been
sentenced to a six-nmonth jail sentence for |ocking her nine-year-old son
in a cubicle.

She is poor and uneducated. She has no religious know edge. She is
wi t hout a proper job that could provide her with a regular incone. She has
three other children to take care of. But, she was punished for "not
ensuring that her child lives confortably and is safe”, as said by the
| earned judge who passed t he sentence.

Indeed, it's a tall order for a woman al ready so poor and deprived of a
confortable quality of |life for herself. One m ght ask where was her
husband, who is also the father of the children, at the tine the of fence
was conmitted? Wiy wasn't the husband puni shed for abandoning the famly
inthe first place?

Whi | e Ruhayati stays in prison, who is |ooking after her children? Thus,
it cones as no surprise when studies indicate children from singl e-nother
famlies fill the juvenile prisons and drug centres.

What happens to society's conscience? Wiere is the caring society we are
supposed to establish by year 2020 under Vision 20207

Where are the |Islamic organisations (Baitunmal bodies, for instance) that
were set up to provide financial aids to the poor? Wat happens to the
mnistries in charge of wonen? Aren't these mnistries, high-powered wonen
departnents that should | ook after wonen's welfare and famly well-bei ng?

Mal aysi a spends billions on infrastructure. The Eighth Malaysia Plan is
timely because people's quality of life is said to be the country's
priority in inplenenting socio-econon c programes.

Can we start | ooking at those poor wonmen with children, particularly in
the rural areas, and assist themin enhancing their famly well-being?
These poor people are not interested to be part of a country that boasts
the world's tallest building or the best Fornula One racing track. These
peopl e nerely need a good quality of life.

The Economic Planning Unit in the Prine Mnister's Departnment (1999)
defines the Malaysian Quality O Life (QOL) as personal advancenment, a
healthy lifestyle, access and freedomto pursue know edge, and a standard
of living which surpasses the fulfilment of basic needs of individuals and
their psychol ogi cal needs, to achieve a | evel of social well-being
conpatible with the nation's aspirations.

As we have seen, Ruhayati's current QOL does not even reach what could
be called the basic human needs of Masl ow s Human Needs Theory.

It's nost unlikely she could achieve the QOL defined by the PMs
Depart ment by year 2020

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad once said politicians
shoul d go down to the people nore often (turun ke padang dan |i hat
sendiri) to see for thensel ves what needs to be done and not wait until
out bursts of anger explode at the slightest instigations by irresponsible
persons.

I hope fellow Mal aysi ans do wake up and contribute in whatever manner
possi bl e to enhance the wel | -being of the poor.
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