11/ 06/ 2001
Need to review present election system says PM

Zety Fazil ah Baharuddin

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wants the current el ection
system nonitored by the El ecti on Conm ssion, to be reviewed as there are
many | oopholes init. Dr Mihathir was responding to the recent case in
Sabah i nvol ving former chief mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee.

Yong |l ost his Likas seat after the Election Court ruled that the
el ectoral roll used for the constituency in March 1999 state el ecti ons was
tainted with illegal voters.

"Not only in Likas, it al so happened in the Lunas general el ection.

Peopl e cannot vote because their nanes are not listed in the conm ssion's
voting list," he told a press conference in Subang after returning froma
four-day private visit to Japan.

There were al so cases where voters who have noved out fromtheir
constituencies failed to informthe conm ssion.

"For exanpl e, there are thousands of Kel antanese who have noved to Kual a
Lunpur, but are still voting in Kelantan. By right, they should be voting
inthe area where they are currently living," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the ruling party is in the process of drafting
questi ons and proposal to be subnmitted to the El ecti on Comn ssion, to seek
an expl anation on these cases and to propose changes to be made in the
current system

"Sometinmes, the ruling party is also not happy with the El ection
Conmi ssion' s decision, that is why we need to question themback," he
sai d.

The Prime M nister also stressed that the Governnment is not trying to
interfereinthe El ection Commr ssion or the country's judiciary system
but wants to ensure transparency in both systens.

"Of course we would like to have an i ndependent and transparent
judiciary system.. and the Governnment does not intend to interfere," he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, during his four-day stay in Japan, Dr Mahathir net with
Japanese Prinme M nister Junichiro Koi zum and visited N ppon Tel egraph and
Tel ephone Corp's (NTT) research and devel opnent centre.

Dr Mahat hir said the Koi zumi gave his assurance that Japan will continue
to extend | oans to Mal aysia for infrastructural projects.

On his visit to NTT, Dr Mahathir said that he was i npressed with the
conpany's multifunctional smartcard that could store a |l ot of infornation.
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