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Negati ve aspect of affirmative action

Carol yn Hong; Chow Kum Hor

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Malaysia's affirmative action policy to achieve
equality anong the races has resulted in some peopl e becoming too |aid-
back, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He said the policy had created such a strong sense of security in the
Governnent that people did not see things which threatened their well -
bei ng.

"As a result, we have people who are a little |aid-back and not willing
to make any effort. The sense of security created by the Governnent was
per haps a m stake," he said.

Dr Mahathir said his intention was to achieve equality anbng the races
but the Governnment had per haps overdone things.

He al so said it was not really his mistake except in the sense that the
response was not as good as he had thought it would be.

Dr Mahathir was responding to a question by Far Eastern Economi c Revi ew
journalist Lorien Holland on the best and worst changes in Ml aysi a,
during a question and answer session at a |l uncheon forum organi sed by the
Oxford and Canbri dge Soci ety of Ml aysi a.

The lunch, hosted by the society's president Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahnmad, was
attended by sonme 300 Oxoni ans and Cantabrigi ans, and guests. They incl uded
the Raja Muda of Perak, Raja Nazrin (an Oxonian), and British High
Conmi ssi oner Graham Fry, the i mredi ate past president.

Dr Mahat hir spoke off the cuff, delivering an address before answering a
wi de range of questi ons.

On the "best change" to Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir paid tribute to the
country's first Prime Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahnan.

He said the Tunku had decided to adopt the free market systemwith
el enents of a centrally planned econony |like state enterprises. As a
result of this pragmati sm Mal aysi a now stands anong the best.

To a question by Adhha Abdul | ah of Conmerce |nternational Merchant
Bankers Bhd's equity derivatives section, Dr Mahathir said he has no
i ntention of becom ng an adviser to his successor or a Senior Mnister.

"I will keep my mouth shut,” he said.

Adhha had asked hi mwhet her he woul d advi se his successor to use the
iron fist or to soften it with a velvet glove

Dr Mahathir al so drew | aught er when asked why he was maligned by the
West, yet his equally straight-tal king contenporary Lee Kuan Yew, Seni or
M ni ster of Singapore, was revered.

"I don't know, | consider nyself very nice but | like to shoot off ny
nmout h, " he said, adding that he did not clothe his views in diplomatic
| anguage.

He agreed that Lee's views were nearly the sane as his but "maybe he's
better in the English | anguage than ne and puts things nuch better"

Asked by lawyer C. Y. Law about his unorthodox approach to the econony,
he said he | ooked at things as they were and took necessary neasures even
if they were considered taboo by the international financial conmunity.

Dr Mahathir said the world econonic systemwoul d never be changed unl ess
the rich countries becane di sadvantaged. He felt that this woul d happen
eventual |y but the world would have to wait until then to see any changes.
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