28/ 06/ 2001
Never a dull moment in Ml aysian politics

Har un Hashi m

DURI NG recent weeks we have been given an insight into the relationship
bet ween | eaders and nenbers of political parties. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned, the president of Umo, has nore than once reni nded and extoll ed
menbers to be loyal to the party and not to individual |eaders.

The party and what it stands for, he said, is nore inportant than
i ndi vi dual | eaders.

The personality cult unfortunately afflicts npbst Asians.

I ndi ans practically worshi pped Mahat ma Gandhi (1869-1948) the
i ndependence | eader. Pandit Jawaharial Nehru (1889-1964), India's first
Prime Mnister, founded India's political dynasty. H s daughter, Indira
(1917-1984) became Prime M nister twice.

H s grandson Rajiv Gandhi (1945-1991) succeeded his nother Indira as
Prime Mnister after she was assassinated. Rajiv was | ater assassi nated
and now the | ndi ans want his wi dow or son or daughter to | ead them

Mohamad Ali Jinnah (1876-1948), the founder of Pakistan; Sukarno (1901-
1970), the first President of Indonesia; Ho Chi Mnh (1892-1969) President
of North Vietnam Mao Zedong (1893-1976) the President of the Republic of
China; and Kimll-Sung, President of North Korea, were all great nen who
contributed much to the independence of their peoples after the Second
Wrld War but it was the personality cult that kept themin power until
t hei r deat hs.

It cannot be gainsaid that for a political party to survive it nust have
| oyal nmenmbers who believe and are dedicated to the party's cause.
Nonet hel ess, a political party nust have a | eader fromtinme to tinme. To
wi n and continue in | eadership, the | eader nust have the support of the
nmenber s.

Supporting a political |eader however, should not be confused with
personal loyalty to the | eader because political support does not
translate into personal loyalty which | eads to the personality cult.

Margaret Thatcher, Britain's first woman Prinme M nister (1979-1990),
successfully |l ed her Conservative Party through three consecutive
el ections but was dunped by her party coll eagues as she was going to be a
liability at the next general election.

The Conservative Party won that election | ed by her successor John
Major. This is a good exanple of loyalty to the party as opposed to
supporting a |l eader for so long as the |eader is for the good of the
party. The party cones first always. Leaders are expendabl e.

An interesting devel opnent at the recently concluded Umo genera
assenmbly is the establishment of Putri Ummo as a nmeans of injecting fresh
bl ood into the party nmenbership.

Per haps the party nmenbership should be restructured by not admitting in
future to Wanita Umo nenbershi p of wonen bel ow 35 years of age. So too
t he menbership of the main party to nen bel ow 40

The youth wi ngs of the party should be school ed and trained for future
| eadership by being allocated specific tasks to deternmine their abilities
and commtnent to the party.

For exanple, they could be nade responsi ble for the recruitnment of new
menbers and the nmai ntenance of the party's service centres. |In addition
t hey shoul d be given the opportunity to serve on the councils of |oca
authorities. Other parties pl ease copy.

Whi | st the Umo general assenbly was in progress, the MCA was split into



two factions over the issue of whether the party should or should not
acqui re ownership of two Chinese dailies.

Roadshows were held all over the country led by party | eaders, many of
whom are in the Governnment. Rival dinner parties were hosted to draw
nmenbers to one side or the other.

This was of course in sharp contrast to Umo's ongoi ng disciplinary
action against its own nenbers for hosting dinners to fell ow nenbers to
Wi n party support which have been classified as noney politics. Be that as
it my, it has been a long tine since there has been a battle royal in the
MCA.

Now as if to add nore colour to our political scene, a debate has ranged
as to who is an Indian. The Indians in the sub-continent consist of many
ethnic groups each with its own culture and | anguage. The fact of the
matter is that the MCis domnated by Tami|ls who constitute the mpjority
of Indian descent in Ml aysi a.

At the rate the debate is going on there will nore political parties in
this country with separate political parties for Sikhs, Punjabis,

Mal ayal i s, Tel egus, Jaffna Tam |s, Sinhalese and Paki stanis.

To avoid a proliferation of political parties, perhaps the Barisan
Nasi onal should get on with the proposal to establish the Barisan as a
political party so that Mal aysi ans who do not wish to join racial
political parties can do so and subscribe to the cause of the Barisan
Nasi onal . The alternative is for such people to join the nulti-racial
parties of the Opposition

Wil e the Mal ays are being shaken to the core by the Umo president, the
ot her races too want to share the linmelight. There is never a dull nonent
i n Mal aysi a.

( END)
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