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New products to control Internet access

M chael Sun

MALAYSI A has been picked to try out a new way of policing Internet access
and keepi ng out undesirable websites. It is based on technol ogy that can
recogni se inmages in addition to text.

The country becane the choice following Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s call for greater network security, in view of the
ri sing nunber of cyber crines and the increasing use of the Internet for
m si nf or mati on.

Conmmruni cati on technol ogy products supplier Biodata I nformation
Technol ogy i ntroduced two new content filtering and security software
products - Biodata OrangeBox Wb and OrangeBox Lan - in Kuala Lumpur
yest er day.

Bot h software products are designed to protect conpanies, the Governnent
and hone users fromunsolicited information fromboth foreign and | oca
websi t es.

They enpl oy new i mage recognition and text filtering technol ogy to bl ock
por nogr aphi c, violent and extremni st sites.

Cobi on chi ef executive officer Joerg Lanprecht said while OrangeBox Wb
bl ocked access to websites and cat egori sed pornographi c and extrem st
mat eri al s, OrangeBox Lan scanned all general access areas of the Internet
directories for inadnissible or unwanted contents. Cobion is Biodata
I nf ormati on Technol ogy' s subsi di ary.

"Until now, corporations, parents, schools and institutions of higher
| earni ng do not have tools to nanage sites visited by surfers," said
Bi odat a AG senior vice-president Leonard Oh.

"Bi odat a- Cobi on's | atest products hand the reins of control back to the
admi ni strator with regards to web surfing,"” he said.

The cost of the OrangeBox Web hardware i s about US$5, 000 (RML9, 000). The
OrangeBox Lan, neant for |arge corporations, costs about US$50, 000.
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