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New subj ects for school s

aneo) 2001" by Chok Suat Ling; Jasw nder Kaur

THE Education Mnistry is planning to introduce new subjects in schools
and universities to inculcate students with a new code of norality and
ethics, its Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhamad sai d.

He said "new norality and ethics" include values the people nmust have to
face the chall enges of a globalised era, and civics -the rel ati onshi p of
i ndi viduals to society.

"There needs to be increased focus on certain values |ike honesty,
havi ng a pride of place and the willingness to work hard.

"W nust prepare ourselves for a new culture and cultivate val ues that
are different frombefore," he said after visiting Universiti Ml aysia
Sabah with del egates of the 36th Southeast Asian M nisters of Education
Organi sation (Seaneo) Council Conference yesterday.

Musa was unani nously el ected Seaneo president for a year. Seaneo has 10
menber countries - Ml aysia, Singapore, Brunei, Laos, the Philippines,
Myanmar, Vi etnam Canbodi a, Thail and and | ndonesi a.

It has six associ ate nenber countries - Australia, Canada, France,

Ger many, Netherl ands and New Zeal and; and one affiliate nmenber, the
I nternational Council for Open Learning and D stance Educati on.

The t hree-day conference was | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the Pacific Sutera Hotel in Kota Kinabal u on Monday.

Seaneo is an intergovernmental organisation established in 1965 to
pronote co-operation in education, science and culture in the region.

Dr Mahat hir had urged for a new code of ethics and norality to be
devi sed to enabl e know edge and the information age "to be a bl essing for
us all the way."

He sai d perhaps the new ethics and norality could be taught as a
compul sory subj ect .

"Unl ess we are taught how to handl e know edge wel |, know edge will spell
di saster for us," the Prine Mnister had said.

Asked how good ethics could be reinforced across the curriculum Misa
said during Science classes, teachers could ask their students to ensure
the cleanliness of the | aboratory, teach themthe proper way to handl e
chem cals and remind themto pay attention to detail

"Teachers need to nmould their students this way. If this could be
carried out across the curriculum we will be able to nould our people
very well."

On research pertaining to genetics in universities, Misa said that was a
different "brand" of ethics, one which all humanity shoul d be concerned
Wit h.

"I'f it is to inprove a human being's resistance to certain di seases and
is confined to only that, then the question of ethics is not so critical."

( END)



	New subjects for schools (NST 14/02/2001)

