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NEW ROUND W LL NOT GUARANTEE MARKET ACCESS, SAYS MARTI N KHOR

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

KAMPALA, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- African countries must not be duped into
agreeing to a new round of negotiations at the mnisterial neeting of the
Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO at Doha in Novenber.

G ains by proponents for a new round that it would provide neani ngfu
access to Northern markets in agriculture, textiles and other sectors are
unfounded, Third World Network director, Martin Khor said.

Addressing the d obal 2001 Smart Partnership International D al ogue
here today, he said that given the poor record of the North in not keeping
to their conmtnents, there was no guarantee of market access at all.

They were al so maki ng such clains just to get devel oping countries to
accept the entrance of the new issues into the WIQ he said during
del i berations on "Smartening up to the WIO - Towards a Two-\Way Street”
chaired by Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

"Not hi ng could be further fromthe truth,” he said.

Khor said that new agreenments and obligations in these new areas woul d
be very detrinmental to devel oping countries which would find even nore of
t heir devel oprment options closed of f

He said it was inappropriate for new issues such as investnent,
conpetition, government procurement to be brought in to Doha in Novenber as
the WIOis a multilateral trade body which makes and enforces rul es
pertaining to trade

"It should stick to its mandate for dealing with trade issues,” he
sai d.

He said that devel oped countries would Iike to bring in many non-trade
i ssues into the WIQ not because it would strengthen the trade system but
because it would enable themto nmake use of the WIO s enforcenent systemto
bring countries to the dispute settlenment system and i npose trade
sancti ons.

Devel opi ng countries would be at a great di sadvantage and | ose a great
deal of their economic sovereignity and their ability to nmake nationa
policies of their own regarding economc, financial, social and politica
i ssues.

Khor said that the real aimof devel oped countries was to enable their
big corporations free entry into the markets of devel opi ng countries.

Governnments in the South would |l ose the ability to regulate the entry
and operations of foreign firnms and to give preferences to locals in
policies or contracts.

This is the aimof the investnent, conpetition and procurenent issues.

On the other hand, the [abour and environnmental standards issues could
lay the ground for new fornms of protectioni smagainst devel opi ng countries
products and firmnms through high standards.

The introduction of these new issues is the essence of what the
devel oped countries nean by | aunching a "conprehensive new round. "

"The issue is what makes the new round new for them They give the
wrong i npression that w thout these new issues, the WO will | ose dynam sm
or have nothing to discuss.

"But this is not true as the WO agenda is already full even without
the new i ssues,” Khor said, enphasising that the Doha mnisterial neeting
shoul d not |aunch a new round with new i ssues. -- BERNAMA

MR MKO KTC



	NEW ROUND WILL NOT GUARANTEE MARKET ACCESS, SAYS MARTIN KHOR (Bernama 21/08/2001)

