24 OCT 2001
US- RELATI ONS
NEW CHAPTER IN US-M SI A RELATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Last week's bilateral neeting between
US President George WBush and Mal aysia's Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has set the scene for greater co-operation between the two
countries, said US-Asean Business Council president Ernest Bower.

"W are beginning a new chapter in US-Mal aysia relations follow ng the
Bush- Mahat hir neeting in Shanghai's APEC summit,"” he said during a video
conference on "US Econom c Prospects and Its Inpact on US-Asean Trade &

I nvest ment” on Tuesday ni ght.

The event was jointly organised by the Federati on of Ml aysian
Manuf acturers (FMV) and the US-Asean Busi ness Council, with the support of
t he US Enbassy.

Mal aysi a-US rel ations had turned sour during the dinton adm nistration
but the visit by US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick on Cct 15 had set
the scene for inproved rel ations.

"He had a very good neeting with the Prine Mnister, the Mnister of
International Trade and Industry (Datuk Seri) Rafidah Aziz and the Foreign
M ni ster (Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar).

"The statenments that came out of those neetings served as a (sign) to
the US | eadership that Malaysia is a partner and not the eneny," said Bower
who spoke from Washi ngt on DC.

The ot her panellist fromthe US are Merril Lynch G obal Securities
Research & Economics's international econom st Ron Wexl er, Technol ogy and
Trade for Information Technol ogy I ndustry Council senior vice-president
Kat hryn Hauser and Manufacturing Institute of the National Association of
Manuf acturers executive director WIIliam Cani s.

The Mal aysi an panellist are FMM vi ce-president Datuk Paul Low, Mnistry
of International Trade & Industry deputy secretary general Sidek Hassan,
Sunway group Corporate Adviser Dan Sri Ranon Navarat nam and FMM counci |
menber Tan Sri Cifford Herbert. -- BERNAMA
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