17/ 03/ 2001

New rotation systeman "inproved version'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The new rotation systemfor the post of Sabah Chief
M nister is an "inproved version", Barisan Nasional secretary-general Tan
Sri Mohanmed Rahmat said today.

He said there was a new political equation in Sabah and that the
interests of the people of Sabah had to be taken into account.

"We have to |l ook at the new political equation in Sabah, at the
interests of the people of Sabah who have now cone out strongly in support
of the BN because they feel Sabah and its people can benefit very nuch
fromthe BN

"W al so notice that those opposed to the BN in the past today realise
they have nade m st akes, especially the Kadazans. They have now j oi ned
conponent parties of BN Iike Upko, PBRS and sone have joi ned Umo,"
Mohamed said at the Putra World Trade Centre here after a BN suprene
counci | meeting.

He said it had been "rather difficult" for Dr Mahathir to cone up with a
solution on the question of the rotation system

Mohamed said the systemwas a pronise nade in the BN el ecti on mani festo
inthe last election.

"Parties |ike Umo that have expressed their feelings about the rotation
systemand that it should be abolished because they feel it is
insufficient for a Chief Mnister to hold the position for two years and
that could be a | ane-duck situation as nentioned by so many people."

He said other parties had expressed the need to continue with the
rotation system

"Then again the political situation in Sabah has changed trenendously
now. The acceptance of the BN by the people of Sabah has increased
trenmendously and this was proven in the last election where BN won with
more than two-thirds majority."

Mohanmed said after | ooking at all aspects of the problem Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had conme up with an "inproved version" of
the rotation system

"He openly discussed this with the Sabah |iaison committee nmenbers for
nmore than an hour. He also net the BN Sabah commttee to support this new
version of rotation.”
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