09/ 07/ 2001
New ruling to enter varsity (HL)

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

LANGKAW , Sun. - A new condition may be inposed on students seeking entry
into the universities to ensure that they concentrate on their studies,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d.

"Maybe in the future, we will only select students who really want to
st udy.

"We want to inpose a condition for those entering the universities that
if they do not concentrate on their studies, they will be expelled," the
Prime M nister said when asked to comment on the tendency of sone students
to deviate fromtheir studies.

Dr Mahathir said students woul d be warned upon entry that they would be
expelled if they took part in activities which nmay be counter-productive
to themand the country.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was considering introduci ng new
conditions to ensure that undergraduates concentrate on studies.

He said this when asked to coment on what is perceived to be increasing
probl ens of student activists in canpuses. Last week, two student
activists were arrested under the Internal Security Act.

He expressed di sappoi ntnent that sone undergraduates, particularly
Mal ays, were not bot hered about their studies anynore.

I nstead, they consider the university as a centre for themto rally
student s agai nst the Governnent.

"Some Mal ay students enter universities not to study but to get involved
in anti-Governnent politics,” he told reporters after visiting severa
devel oprment projects here

"They can go agai nst the Government, but we have now found that their
activities have gone overboard and have becone a threat to national
security.”

Dr Mahathir said those who get involved in anti-Government activities
could not care | ess about the huge anmount of noney the Governnent was
spendi ng on them "So, what is the purpose of us spending a | ot of nobney
if they do not want to study?".

On Friday, Universiti Ml aya Students Representative Council president
Mohamad Fuad Mbhaned | khwan, 22, was arrested by the Special Branch under
section 73(1) of the ISA 1960.

His arrest canme barely 48 hours after Mara Vocational Institute
engi neering student Kairul Annuar Ahmad Zai nuddi n, 24, was taken in by
police to assist in investigations into activities detrinental to nationa
security.
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