09 COCT 2001
Mahat hir-LI MA (Terrorisn
NEW SYSTEMS NEEDED TO COVBAT TERRORI SM SAYS DR MAHATH R

LANGKAW, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today urged
research institutions to apply new systens and technol ogi es to conbat
terrorismas world |eaders try to identify their causes and try to renove
t hem

The Prime Mnister said there woul d have to be new systens for
intelligence gathering, new el ectronic devices, new surveillance capacities
and better photography from outer space.

Openi ng the 2001 Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace
Exhi bition (LIMA '01) at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre, here,
he said there would al so have to be nore sensitive |listening devices, early
detection of poisonous chemcals, rempte controls of aircraft and a whol e
| ot of new i deas and gadgets.

He said the current concept of war and defence have changed foll ow ng
the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on New York's Wrld Trade Centre and the
Pent agon i n Washi ngt on.

"Conventi onal weapons have been rendered practically obsolete. O
course we will have to retain the conventional weapons because we stil
believe in the old adage that to have peace we nust prepare for war," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said nations nust armthenselves "to the teeth" in
order to deter their enem es.

"Unfortunately against terrorists it is not enough to arm ourselves to
the teeth with the weapon we are fanmliar with. The weapons agai nst
terrorists will be very different,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in the Sept 11 attacks, both places were hit by
airliners carrying 83 tonnes of fuel each

"They were not the guided mssiles which we know of, the sophisticated
radi o and | aser guided purpose-built mssiles which the powerful countries
have arned thensel ves with, and which they believe will deter attacks
agai nst them and deliver their response to any attack agai nst them" he
sai d.

Nevert hel ess, he said, the airliners guided by suicidal pilots were as
effective, or even nore efective than all the highly touted m ssiles which
peopl e read about and fear

"The airliners as guided missiles have damaged not just concrete and
nortar and steel buildings but have thrown the nost powerful econony and
the whole world into a recession that is unheard of," Dr Mihathir said.

Dr Mahathir said the way of life of the peoples of the world have been
changed in one cataclysm c nonent.

"Everything that we are famliar with; our way of |ife has been changed
radi cally," he said.

On the devel opnent of Ml aysia's aerospace and maritine industries, Dr
Mahat hir said the players need to market their capabilities and products
wor | dwi de.

"Al t hough our technical capabilities (in aerospace and maritine
i ndustries) have broadened, our business turnover is still relatively
smal |, " he said.

He said | ocal companies need to participate in international aerospace,
mariti me and defence exhibitions in other parts of the world and devel op an
aggressive marketing strategy in order to conpete successfully in the
i nternational market.



Dr Mahathir said the country's aerospace industry achi eved sone
progress over the last few years with Ml aysia currently capabl e of
desi gni ng and manufacturing certain aircraft parts under subcontract from
ori gi nal equi pnrent manufacturers (OCEMs) besides venturing into high-tech
areas such as systemintegration and simul ator devel opnent.

One | ocal conpany, SME Aerospace for exanple produces a variety of
nmet al - based aerospace products for export and the devel opnent of the first
ever Mal aysi an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) by Conposites Technol ogy
Research Mal aysia (CTRM.

UAV can be used for mlitary and non-mlitary purposes including
coastal surveillance and nonitoring of open burning, illegal |ogging,
piracy and the novenment of illegal inmgrants, he said.

The governnent, he said, was commtted to further developing its
aerospace and nmarine transport industries as priority industries.

"To this end, and in order to accelerate the industrial growth, we wll
| ook very favourably to defence equi pment suppliers who could offer
attractive industrial offset progranmmes along with their proposal,” he
sai d.

He said transfer of technol ogy should be nore industry focussed and not
nmerely offering unproductive training progranmes that do not address
specific industrial or project requirenents.

"The supplier offering the nost attractive offset programes in terns
of value and types of technol ogy wi th sustainabl e busi ness opportunities
wi || command substantial weightage,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that being al ways supportive of the devel opnent of
aerospace and maritine industries, the government had established, anong
ot hers, the Mal aysi an Aerospace Council and the Ml aysi an Defence Industry
Counci | .

He believed LINMA could serve as an effective gateway for internationa
aerospace and nmaritine corporate players seeking smart partnerships with
| ocal conmpanies to gain conpetitive advant age.

This year's LIMA is the sixth in the series since it was introduced in
1991.
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