05/ 01/ 2001

New t ask for Ham d O hnan?

SIK, Thurs. - Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid O hman is likely to be affected
in the com ng Cabinet reshuffle. The Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnent is likely to be appointed adviser to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Sources said Abdul Hamid, who is Sik Umo division chief, had informed
Sik Umo division | eaders at a neeting held at the division's office here
that he would be involved in the Cabinet reshuffle.

Several |eaders net at a Hari Raya gathering at Kanpung Betong, Jeneri,
confirned this.

They said Abdul Ham d woul d be appointed as Islamc affairs and
political adviser to the PM

Dr Mahathir is expected to announce the reshuffle after he returns from
his visit to Myanmar on Tuesday. The reshuffle is expected despite Dr
Mahathir's earlier statenent that the reshuffle was nerely specul ation
fuell ed by the appoi ntnent of Umo executive secretary Tengku Dat uk Adnan
Tengku Mansor as a Senator.

On Dec 18, Dr Mahathir gave additional hints of imminent changes in
Gover nnent including the appoi ntnment of parlianentary secretaries. The PM
did not discount the possibility that the post of the Parlianentary
Secretary to the Information Mnistry, now vacant, would be fill ed.

It has been specul ated that Senator Datuk Zainuddin Maidin will be
appoi nted to the post.

Abdul Ham d lost the Sik parlinentary seat to Pas |ife nenber Datuk
Shahnon Ahmad in |last year's general election. He was | ater appointed a
Senat or.

VWhen approached for confirmtion, Abdul Ham d said it was the
prerogative of the PMto appoint or drop anyone fromhis Cabinet. "I |eave
it tothe Prime Mnister to decide on ny position."
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