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New Umo Yout h | eaders nust see appointnents as responsibility

Saj ahan Waheed

I N announci ng Umo Youth's new | ine-up on Tuesday, its head Dat uk
H shammuddi n Hussein said the new | eaders nmust not regard their
appoi nt rent as an honour

I nstead, they ought to viewit as a responsibility to strengthen the
support for the novenent, especially anmong the younger generation.

This is not the first time that H shammuddin had said this. In fact, it
was exactly the sanme thing he said in May | ast year when chairing his
first Umo youth executive council neeting. And he has repeated it
countl ess tines.

Expectations are very high for Umo Youth to deliver, especially, in
wi nni ng over the support and confidence of those in their 20s and 30s.

But a question that arises now and again is how far the new |ine-up
woul d be able to achi eve the nmovenent's ains and aspirations.

A newl y-el ected division head said the appointnents were nerely a case
of putting new faces and nanmes, whose performances are unlikely to be
sonmet hi ng great or renarkabl e.

"There is not much of a change in the | eadership. In |ast year's
reshuffl e, H shamuddi n naned five new state Youth heads who have been
replaced this year. What have they done during their one year tenure as
the State Youth heads?

"There is not rmuch achi evenent that they can be proud of. Last year,
menbers expected a fresh change and new direction fromthe then heads. But
in the end, things renmained the sane. It will be the same case with the
new appoi ntnments, " he said.

The divi si on head added that H shamuddin, in nanmi ng new Youth heads for
11 of the 13 states and replacing three of the five appoi nted exco counci
menbers, should have given priority to those who could serve and had good
grassroots support.

"Those ought to have been the criteria. Instead, H shamuddi n opted for
nanes that are not really popular with the ordinary nenbers."

He poi nted out that one of the new executive council nenbers, Abdul Rauf
Yusof, is in his first termas a division head while Khairy Janal uddi n
does not hold any top post in the division Youth |evel.

They do not have good support anong grassroots | eaders and menbers.
Furthernore, Abdul Rauf is widely known as Hi shammuddi n's strong supporter
while Khairy is too young and i nexperienced to hold the post.

A division informati on head said that H shanmuddi n shoul d not have given
priority to senior division heads to | ead the novenent in the states.

H shammuddin's criterion of a mininumof two ternms as a division head in
order to be a state head was not necessarily accurate.

"W nust give inportance to a person's ability to | ead the noverent and
capability to garner support anbng non-party nenbers.

"This is inportant in preparing Umo Youth to face the 2004 genera
el ection, especially in states now under opposition rule.

"How are we going to prepare the strategies if the state Youth heads are
just not dynam c enough and the kind who would not do work on their own
initiative and instead only take orders fromtheir superior - in this case
Hi shamuddi n?

He cited as an exanpl e the choice of Jam luddin Junit as Ml acca Youth
head, saying that |brahimFadzil, who had been appointed the state Youth
secretary, should have been the man for the job



This, he said, was because Ibrahim"is nore aggressive and i ndependent".

Anot her | eader pointed out a simlar case in the Federal Territory where
Hai dar Al'i Shei kh Fadzir replaces Ahmad Fauzi Zahari as the state Youth
head.

"The opposition is very strong in FT. The Youth head here nust be
someone who is dynamic and able to convince the young that Umo is the
best choice for them"

Hai dar woul d have difficulties getting this done as he does not have
strong grassroots support as he is only known in his own division
( Kepong) .

"Ahmad Fauzi m ght not have been popular with the grassroots, but he had
the strong support fromthe division Youth heads and was seen as a capabl e
| eader. "

H shammuddi n shoul d have sel ected the FT Youth head fromone of his
three exco nenbers (who are fromFT) as they would be in a better position
to handl e the tasks.

Nam ng Mohamad Norza Zakaria and Subahan Kamal, he said these two woul d
have been in a far better position to strengthen FT Umo Youth and to
regai n the support of the Ml ays.

As el ected exco nmenbers, they enjoy good rapport with the party's top
| eadership and this would help in getting the work done at the state
| evel

"Hi shamuddi n's excuse in not namng his exco nenbers as state Youth
heads is that he wants a bigger representation of Youth | eaders at the
national | evel

"If that is true, why is he maintaining Azim Daim an el ected exco
menber, as the information head and nami ng anot her exco nenber \Wan Mhd
Khairil Wan Ahnad as the new treasurer, replacing Datuk Mkhzani Mahathir
who has resi gned?"

Sone quarters felt that sone of the names were dropped fromthe |ist at
the | ast m nute because Hi shammuddi n was pressured fromcertain state
| eaders to do so. This, Hi shamuddi n has deni ed

They have cited Selangor where it is widely known that the nanmes of the
proposed State deputy head and secretary were changed | ess than 30 m nutes
before the schedul ed exco neeting, after an influential State | eader net
Hi shamuddi n.

H shanmuddi n, in denying this a day after he announced his |ine-up,
insisted that it was his prerogative to appoint those whomhe felt
suitable for the posts.

But he did not deny there were "sone |ast mnute changes" to the
original list.

He al so said that he was happy with the line-up and it was too early to
j udge whet her or not these new | eaders could performas they have not been
tested. "l believe that | have nade the right choice until they prove nme
wrong. "

But, a division Youth | eader said the yardstick will be the next Pernuda
Umo Masuk Kanpung progamre whi ch will show how commtted Umo Youth
| eaders are. Not only will the | eaders be judged by their peers and the
Umo Yout h menbers, but by the people.

And it will not take long for the new | eaders to know that their
appoi ntnment is certainly not an honour but a responsibility.
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