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Shari zat-M ni ster
NEW M NI STER TO CONTI NUE STRUGGLE ON | SSUES AFFECTI NG WOVEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Newly appointed Mnister of Wnen's
Affairs Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said today she had no plans to bring
any changes but would continue to focus on the mai nstreamissues affecting
t he wonen of today.

She said anmong the main issues she would be | ooking into were the role
of women as an individual, nother, wife, and daughter at hone, and al so as
a worker in the office or factory.

"I don't see the wonen issue as an issue for wonmen only...this issue
al so involves the society. I"'malso interested to know why hi ghly educated
worren today are not keen to work," she said during a press conference at
her Lenbah Pantai Community Service Centre.

Shahrizat said that in the era of the Internet Conmunication Technol ogy
(I CT) which had al so brought about the concept of "Soho" (small office honme
of fice), educated wonen of today could still work w thout neglecting their
traditional role.

She said that she wanted to work with every wonen organi sation to | ook
into the laws and government policies affecting wonmen and woul d not
hesi state to make necessary changes in order to inprove the situation for
wonen.

"I call upon all wonen | eaders, no matter whether they are in the
government or non-governnental organisations, to work with ne as a teamto
rai se i ssues affecting wonen," she said.

Shahrizat thanked Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for
appoi nting her, adding that her appointnment also neant the Prinme Mnister
had kept his prom se to the wonen fol k.

"The establishnent of the new mnistry shows that the government is
al ways sensitive to the problens of the people. It is also a recognition to
the wonen's struggles in Mal aysia which started 50 years ago," she said.

Asked to clarify on her new posting, Shahrizat said: "I only heard
about it today fromthe news on the radio and television... and I still do
not know whether this will be a new mnistry or another mnistry in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.”

Meanwhi | e i n SEPANG, newl y appoi nted Housi ng and Local Governnent
Deputy M nister Datuk M Kayveas descri bed his appoi ntnent today as a naj or
success for the People's Progressive Party (PPP)

"This is the first time after 11 years that a nenber of the PPP has
been appointed as a deputy minister,” he told reporters at the Bilik Bunga
Raya, KL International Airport after sending off Dr Mahathir to Japan for a
four-day working visit.

He al so thanked the prine minister on his appointnent and pl edged to
wor k harder.
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