17 JAN 2001

Cabi net - Reacti on

NEWLY APPCO NTED M NI STERS, DEPUTY M NI STERS URGED TO CONTRI BUTE
PCsSI Tl VELY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today called on the newy appointed mnisters, deputy
m ni sters and parlianentary secretary to contribute positively towards
i npl enenti ng governnment policies.

"For those appointed as mnisters, | believe they have the rol e and
contributions needed for any new policies to be inplenmented fromtine to
time," he said before chairing the Umo nanagenent conmittee here.

He was asked to comment on the appoi ntnent of Deputy Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil as the Wnen's
Affairs Mnister and Mal aysi an | sl am ¢ Advancenent Departnent (Jakim
Director-Ceneral Brig Jen (Rtd) Datuk Abdul Ham d Zainal Abidin as M nister
inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Umo executive secretary Senator Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor has
been nmade Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnment while People's
Progressive Party (PPP) president Senator Datuk M Kayveas is appointed
Deputy Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister.

Veteran journalist and Utusan Mel ayu (Ml aysi a) Berhad deputy executive
chai rman Senat or Dat uk Zai nuddin Maidin is appointed Parlianentary
Secretary to the Information Mnistry.

Asked on the government's nove to retain the tradition of appointing an
ulama as the mnister in charge of Islanmic religious affairs, Abdullah said
t he appoi ntnent of Abdul Hamid is not nerely to retain the tradition but
was nmade on the basis that he is the Jaki mDirector-Ceneral.

"He surely know of the policies which has been firmy held by the
gover nment over any programmes to be inplenented. Maybe he will propose
ot her progranmes which can be introduced,” he said.

Meanwhi | e Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz is happy with
Shahri zat's appointment as it showed that the wonen's struggle is given
speci al attention.

"I thank the Prime Mnister for recognising wonen's inportance,"” she
said while expressing the hope that nore wonen woul d be appointed to the
Cabi net .

Raf i dah expressed her confidence that Shahrizat would be able to | ead
the mnistry well with the experience gained through her interaction with
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons.

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n descri bed the pronotion of Datuk
Shahri zat Abdul Jalil to full mnister a good nove as it reflected the
government's recognition of the role played by wonen in the country's
affairs.

He said with Shahrizat's pronotion to the post of Wnen's Affairs
M ni ster, there would now be three wonen Cabi net m nisters.

The others are International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz and National Unity and Social Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk Dr
Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

"The wonen (in the country) should be happy,"” he said when asked to
coment on the | atest Cabinet reshuffle.

Tun Dai m al so said nmany wonen had been appointed to senior positions in
t he governnent.

They incl ude Bank Negara Governor Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, Attorney-
General Datuk Ainum Mohd Saaid, Solicitor-GCGeneral Datuk Helilah Mhaned
Yusof, National Archives Director-General Datuk Habi bah Zon and Nati onal



Li brary Director-Ceneral Shahar Banun Jaafar.

In PENANG Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon wel comed the news on
the creation of the Mnistry of Whnen's Affairs and said the Prine
Mnister's tinmely decision reflects the society's increased awareness of
the plights and discrimnation faced by wonen i n workpl ace and at hone.

In a statenent rel eased here, Koh said wonen's wel fare nust be given
prom nence by the public and anong deci si on- nakers.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnman, who wel comed Abdul
Ham d' s appoi ntnent, expressed his confidence that the latter would be able
to carry out his duties well.

He said Abdul Hami d's in-depth know edge in Islamas the Jakim
Director-Ceneral would enable himto shoul der responsibilities entrusted by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Abdul Ghani told this to reporters after the "Wawancara" progranme over
RTML here tonight.

Abdul Ghani al so wel comed the appoi nt nent of Sharizat as Wnen's
Affairs Mnister, Tengku Adnan (Deputy Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Departnment), Kayveas (Deputy Housi ng and Local Government M nister) and
Zainuddin (Information Mnistry Parliamentary Secretary).
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