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New year brings fresh set of tasks

Abdul | ah Ahnmad
YEAR 2000 has only gone for a day into the silent |inbo of the past. | was
happy to let it go for it was inperfect for ne personally
(hospitalisation) and |I suppose also for the Barisan Nasional (Lunas), and
the Governnent (the disgraceful heist at two military canps in GiKk).

As Brooks Atkinson said in Decenber 31,... "and Thank God that it can

go".

As conventional w sdom says, a year's end is neither an end nor a
begi nning but sinply a carrying on, with all the wi sdomthat experience
can instil in us.

The pre-Deepaval i, Christmas, Hari Raya and the New Year shoppi ng,
parti es and revel eri es appeared bi gger and happier, reflecting, | think,

t hat Mal aysi ans had regai ned their capacity to spend and, sad to say, for
sonme to squander.

What ever, it seens that the various races are quite united, accept the
de facto and de jure institutions and will defend the tine-honoured
fornul a of sharing power that was agreed to by the founding fathers so
that Vision 2020 can be realised during its tine-frane.

When you ponder, it does occur that many things m ght have been done and
others done differently in the |ight of experience. | wish the ruling
coalition, Umo especially, will be nore i magi native, brave and even
intellectually conbative and i nnovative towards current issues.

Its old nethods and perceptions - goodness knows - have not and nor are
they likely to work well in the New Year and beyond.

The Umo i deol ogues and think tanks, if the party has them should
search for an idea, new paranmeter, a new captivating sl ogan and agenda
that woul d set the young Buni puteras, and even ot her Ml aysians, on fire,
and free themfromthe feeling of social deprivation and seenming politica
i ndeci si on and direction.

As the nation proceeds on a gradual road towards sone political
maturity, | hope it will eventually evolve into sonething |ike a bangsa
Mal aysia - an amal gamof all the virtues of its three main racial
conponent s.

It will succeed only if everyone is totally prepared to forgo his racial
advantages. Even if it did in a hundred years' tine it shall still be a
qui te hopel essly uneven and fractured divide, between the city and the
kampung, traditional and new, the "haves" and the "di sadvant aged"; the
rich and the poor, the largely inmm grant squatters and nunerous foreign
beggars who are eyesores at public places.

Sonet hi ng nore worthy has to be done and quickly too.

| agree with Aski ah Adam an opposition columist, that there is a
har nful obsessesion with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s successor and
the Prime M nister should no | onger entertain these queries with answers.

Dr Mahat hir and Umo have al ready anoi nted Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad
Badawi . The only question is, when the succession will take place.

The last tine | saw Dr Mahathir was at his second day open house and |
must say this to doubting Harrys and Tons: He did not behave, either
t hrough body | anguage, words or actions, |ike boys and girls do on the
| ast day of the third termof the fifth form

Dr Mahathir was in good nbod and he is rarely given to pretence. He can
only do his best, and | suggest let the rakyat judge himin 2004 or
earlier.



Dr Mahathir is one year older than Al an Greenspan and Ji ang Zenin and,
in 2003 when his termas Umo president expires, he will only be 78. Dr
Mahat hir and Atal Bihari Vaj payee were both born in Decenber 1925 and t hey
will be less than 80 when they face the next polls.

These days they are relatively young men. Wat young Ml aysi ans, Chi nese
and Indians nust do is to shock these | eaders. As George Bernad Shaw said
82 years ago, "It's all the young can do for the old, to shock them and
keep themup-to-date.™

At least, it is perceived by many that young Ml aysi an voters and
potential voters are doing a good job tornenting the ruling parties,
agai nst the cock of the walk in particular.

Not only have Umo and the Governnent to reinvent thensel ves, Ml aysians
al so have to do some serious thinking thensel ves. Either we continue to
live in isolation, respectively, as Bum puteras, Chinese, |ndians and
ot hers, or becone Ml aysi ans, whi ch neans nore than a notion. Feeling and
i mpul se nmust be genui nely Mal aysi an rat her than Mal ay, Chinese or |ndian.
The nation, peace and prosperity cone first, before racial agendas. Let's
free ourselves of racial prejudices as nmuch as possible.

Nei t her the Governnment nor any of us nust conpromni se racial harmony. It
must exi st, whatever the cost. The Government mnmust do what it takes to
preserve Malaysia as it is, with sone prospect of greater tol erance
Extrem sm of any kind, fromwhatever stream mnust be efficiently,
rut hl essly and qui ckly squashed.

| like torecall ny nenories of the British MIlitary Adm nistration, the
brief Malayan Union, the British Colonial rule and the early years of
Mer deka.

The Mal ays were a ragged race, poor and threadbare. The Chi nese, I|ndians
and the Eurasians were better off. One could see all this in Kuala Lunpur,
Mal acca | poh, Penang, even in Johor Baru and Kota Baru, at the Penang Free
school , Anderson School, Victoria Institution and at the University of
Mal aya, technical college and even at the agricultural and teachers
training colleges. | paused, |ong enough to nake ne wonder what had gone
Wr ong.

There is no question that during the last 29 years (NEP, et al) the
Bum put eras have i nproved beyond recognition. Still, it is belowthe
target. The other Ml aysi ans, because of their work ethic, prosper and
will continue to do so in future. | congratulate themfor their great
achi evenents and future acconplishment.

Mal aysi ans are headi ng for a chall enging and tumul tous 2001. The threat
of a gl obal econom c sl owdown, gl obalisation, the continuing racial
pol ari sation and the Malay political divides; demands for greater
denocracy, good governance and transparency will mount.

The shaking off of all these effects will require new policies,
orientation and different responses, otherwise we are in for a great
shock. New issues will surface. Perhaps even scandal s.

| have been fighting for along time - in and out of government - that
Mal aysi a must put a high premumon English (not at the expense of Bahasa
Mal aysi a, of course. It can be done).

Had we not been shortsighted, we would not have been facing probl ens
with the poor standard of English in Malaysia (including in this
newspaper). The standard is getting worse by the day anobng all races,
especially the Mal ays. The Bumi puteras in Sarawak and Sabah by and | arge
have better command of English than their counterparts in the Peninsula.

I would like to see in the New Year a serious effort by the Governnent
to stemthe deterioration in an asset we once had. Let's do sonething
concrete about this often debated subject.

| amtired and worried, as many Mal aysi ans are, about Ml aysia's



capacity in future to participate actively in the global econony and
i nternational rel ations.

To start with, bring back into service good old English teachers. Stop
maki ng our universities into factories churning out nono-1ingual workers.

Personal ly, ny stars were off course during the final days of 2000. As
is the custom al nost everyone has an event |ast year which so well
retains its character over the years that it becomes or should be a haven
in future.

M ne was five days and four nights at d eneagles Intan hospital watching
drowsily some dull TV programe, the social-cumworking visit to
Putrajaya, meeting elder relatives, ny son's in-laws, the New Year Eve
dinner with the famly and friends at Citron, which sits on the |ovely
| ush gardens on Stonor Drive and joining thousands of ordinary people at
the Petronas Twin Towers, and then to Bangsar to observe Mal aysi ans
wel conme 2001. It was a happy sight.

Bet ween re-readi ng George Kennan s contai nment policy and conferencing
vi a phones and faxes, nuch to the distress of nmy wife and ny doctors,

t hought per haps Kennan's book shoul d be compul sory readi ng for Umo
| eaders and nenbers in tandemwith C.C. Too's nenpirs.

Kennan advocat ed and successfully, though it took decades of appropriate
Anerican strategy, howto counter the threat of Soviet expansionismin the
aftermath of the Second World War and the advent of the Cold War.

Too' s book desci bes how we fought and won agai nst the Mal ayan Conmuni st
Party (MCP) and his inportant role init. Too's offices and nmi ne were next
to each other for a year in the Parlianment building during the Nationa
Qperation Council rule.

He who could snmell a comuni st a hundred miles always said | was a
Mal aysi an nationalist. It took "Ghulam to arrest nme as an all eged
communi st and only after Tun Razak di ed.

In Mal aysia, the struggle for dom nance will continue, with the majority
seeking and attenpting to assert its dom nance for itself, while the big
m nority, advanced and nore sophisticated and nmedi a savvy, appears to be

unwilling to submt and accept the majority as dom nant.
Meanwhil e, realpolitik has brought the minority s endeavour to a
tenporary standstill. | believe, in the long run, status quo will be

mai nt ai ned and strengt hened.
What is needed is that all constitutional provisions nust be
scrupul ously adhered to and i npl enented. Law enforcenent | eaves nmuch to be

desired. Lat's cartoon, which was published yesterday, says it all. And
t hat' s about mundane thi ngs, though inportant.

VWaile there will always be an expl osive potential, | do not believe
there will be an ethnic confrontation here if all are sensible, sane and
pragmati c.

To reduce potential conflict, the eradication of poverty nust transcend
race and be scrupul ously prosecuted. There should be no recurring tal ks or
even a hint - no matter how subtle - about the | ong-settled soci al
contract. There will be a | evel playing field as soon as there i s economc
parity anmong Ml aysi ans.

| have been lucky in nmy 63 years, lucky in 1957 to enter journalism
through a deliberate decision, with no qualifications at all except five
O Levels. | amnow back full circle. My fervent hope is to see Ml aysi a
continue to prosper, the races to remain united and a serious start wll
have been nade in the New Year to give English the proper place it
deserves in our nation.

The end of the year is always an enotional tinme, a tinme of reflection
and celebration with the fanmily, relatives and friends, the successess
(even failures) we have had. Most of us did just that |ast Sunday. Life is



a struggl e, about hope and fulfillnment.

As Aristotle said, nen cling to life even at the cost of enduring
m sfortune. Wthout power nen and wonen are inpotent. Thomas Jefferson
sai d an honest | eader can feel no pleasure in the exercise of power over
his fellowcitizens and, if | may add, unless it is absolutely necessary
to maintain | aw and order and the state of the Ml aysi an Uni on or
f eder ati on.

The prize for a general is not a bigger tent but command. For the PMit
is the carrot and the big stick.

I wish readers a happy and prosperous 2001 and beyond. Health, long life
and happi ness. Kita bol ehl ah.

( END)
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