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Next few weeks will tell, says cricketing | egend I nran

K.P. Waran in |sl amabad

CRI CKETI NG | egend | ntran Khan, who | eads the Tehrik-e-lInsaf party in
Paki stan, said the terrorists attack on New York and Washington is a
turning point in history - it could result in a clash of the Wst and
Muslimnations or it could result in a closer relationship.

"This will be deci ded over the next few weeks and what happens in
Af ghani stan, " said I nran

"The US response shoul d be very thoroughly thought out although the
Americans at the nonment feel pain and humiliation after the attack,
especially since they have been beating their chests and calling
t hemrsel ves a super power.

"They shoul d not have enbarked on the huge nmilitary buil d-up w thout
first establishing the guilt of Osama bin Laden and providing evidence to
convi nce the world.

"I am happy there is restraint so far and | hope whatever action the US
takes woul d not result in the bl oodshed of innocent people.

"There should be justice but the question is at what cost. |If the cost
is too high the world will condem the US."

He sai d Paki stani President Pervez Musharraf was not given much choice.
He was given an ultinmatum- either Pakistan joins the alliance or risk
bei ng condermed as a terrorist state.

As such, Inran said, he understood Miusharraf's predi canment.

Intran said after the civil war in Afghani stan where the USSR had
i ntervened, the Western nati ons abandoned Paki stan who hosted two nmillion
r ef ugees.

He hoped this would not be the case this tine around since the Pakistan
peopl e and its econony would not be able to bear it.

Meanwhil e, Inran is confident his party will cone to power in the next
general election "since the people are fed up with the two politica
parties which had rul ed before".

H s confidence conmes fromthe credi ble showing of his party at the 1996
el ections although it was only four nonths old.

He added that during the last five years the party's | eadership had
broadened its contact with the grassroots and strengthened its nenbership.

"I believe the country wants a change and in the next election, 15
mllion new voters will be participating in it and they are going to help
swi ng the support for nmy party,” he said.

He said he considers Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad a
rol e nodel of a | eader who has transforned a devel opi ng country to one
that is | ooked up to by other nations.

"Twenty years ago, Pakistan was way ahead of Mal aysia but now we are
| aggi ng behi nd. Dr Mahat hir has gi ven Mal aysi ans sel f-esteemand sel f -
respect which are inmportant ingredients in nation building.

"Mal aysia is a success story that Muslimcountries all over the world
shoul d | ook up to. There are very few Muslimcountries which can match its
credentials in devel oprnent.

"Mal aysia is a respected nenber of the international community."
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