06 AUG 2001
Mahat hir-N k Aziz
N K AZI Z DI D NOT KNOWWHAT HI' S SON WAS DO NG SAYS DR MAHATHI R

LUMUT, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the son
of Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat was detai ned under
the Internal Security Act (ISA) because he was a menber of Kunpul an
Muj ahi di n Mal aysia (KMV) involved in activities to topple the government
t hr ough vi ol ence.

"The extent of his involvenment, we have not determ ned yet. He was
det ai ned because he was a menber of Kunpul an Mij ahi din Mal aysia," the prine
mnister told a nmedia conference at the end of his one-day visit to the
Royal Mal aysi an Navy (RVN) Base here today.

Ni k Adli N k Abdul Aziz, 34, a teacher at Sekol ah Menengah Arab Dar ul
Anwar in Pulau Mel aka, Kel antan, was detained at the Kel antan police
headquarters in Kota Baharu at about 10.30am on Saturday for alleged
i nvol venent in KMM a local Islamc mlitant group, whose activities could
under m ne national security.

Dr Mahathir said although Nik Aziz said it was normal for Muslinms to be
involved in the Holy War in Afghanistan, the Kelantan Menteri Besar did not
know what his son was actually doi ng.

Asked whet her the governnment would nmonitor religious teachers of
PAS-run religious schools as they might be involved in KMM Dr Mhathir
said the authorities would have to | ook at all groups of people.

"One of the detainee is said to be a cake (kuih) seller. Looked very
i nnocent but he was involved with this group, he has learnt to make bonbs,
detonate bonbs, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said activities of the group had to be checked i nmedi ately
because incidents |ike attacking police stations to seize weapons, bonb
expl osions in certain places and bank robberies rarely happened before.

In fact, a Barisan Nasional (BN assenbl yman was al so shot dead, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so deni ed opposition clains that the detention of several
peopl e under the | SA was politically notivated.

"If it was politics, big |eaders Iike Nk Aziz, Hadi Awang, LimKit
Siang and Fadzil Noor will be arrested. But, we have not arrested them
because they did not create trouble, if there is proof of their
troubl e-making, we'll also detain them" he said.

On the involvenent of soldiers in crimnal activities, Dr Mahathir said
t hi s happened probably because they m ght have been instigated or the |ust
to seek wealth and also their ability to use firearns.

"But we are thankful as there are parents who are prepared to persuade
their children to surrender. This we appreciate,” he added.
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