30 APR 2001
Ni k Azi z- Umo
Nl K AZI Z: UVNO SHOULD ASK PARTY MEMBERS NOT TO BOYCOTT PAS MEMBERS

TANAH MERAH, April 30 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat, who on | ast Friday urged PAS nenbers to stop boycotting
Umo nenbers, today asked Umo | eaders to make a simlar statenent, asking
Umo nenbers not to shun PAS nmenbers and supporters.

He said it was tinme Umo | eaders issued a sinmlar statenent in line
with earlier calls asking Mislins not to boycott each other.

"The tinme has come for Umo | eaders to issue a simlar statement |ike
me so that Umo menbers will not boycott PAS nmenbers. The national Ummo
| eaders and the federal governnment should al so not boycott Kel antan
government," he told reporters after the opening of the RML.5-mi|1ion
haenodi al ysis centre at the Tanah Merah Hospital by the Sultan of Kel antan

He said it was inmportant for Umo to follow up on the natter as the
party's | eaders had responded positively to his statemnent.

Ni k Azi z had said PAS nmenbers shoul d stop boycotting Umo nenbers as it
woul d not benefit PAS and was agai nst |slam which advocates that Mislins
shoul d reach out to others in the spirit of goodwlI.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad, in
wel com ng the statenment, said he would like to see action rather than nere

lip service
He said Umo woul d want to see whether PAS could live up to its
prom se

I n expl ai ni ng what he nmeant by the federal government's boycott of the
Kel antan governnent, Nik Aziz said it happened in the distribution of
fertilizers to padi farmers and the awardi ng of contracts to the Kel antan
St at e Economi c Devel opnent Cor porati on.

He clained that the federal governnment had not offered any contract to
the corporation except for sub-contract work.

He said the state governnment had to allocate RMB.5 million a year to
supply fertilizers to the farners as it was said that Umo woul d provide
subsidised fertilizers only to party nenbers.

He said the nove was tantamount to influencing farmers to join Umo
first before they could receive the fertilizers fromthe federa
gover nnent .

"This is wong as farmers are citizens of this country and have the
right to receive governnent aid," he added.
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