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By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

SHANGHAI, Oct 20 (Bernama) -- The two-day Ninth Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperati on (APEC) Economic Leaders Meeting begins here today at the
Shanghai International Conference Centre (1CC) with Taiwan wi thout a
representative.

Except for Taiwan, the | eaders of the 21-nenber econom es including
Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanad are expected to
di scuss topics of trade, econom cs and war against terrorism

Chi nese president Jiang Zem n chaired the neeting.

The neeting follows a Senior Oficials' Meeting (SOM and the two-day
M ni sterial Meeting which ended on Thursday.

The heads of econom es who arrived at the I CC were greeted by Jiang.

They posed for a group photograph before attendi ng the Leaders Agenda
Briefing and later held a dialogue with the APEC Busi ness Advi sory Counci |
(ABAC), the private sector version of APEC

Taiwan failed to send a representative to this year's neeting, claimng
that China did not send a formal invitation.

Initially, Taiwan has proposed forner vice president Li Yuan-Zu as the
representative at the summit here but was not approved by China.

Beijing has forced Taiwan to limt its representation at previous APEC
Sunmits to a cabinet mnister or a business |eader. In Brunei |ast year,
Tai wan was represented by Taiwan Central Bank governor Perng-Fai Nan.

Tai wan takes part in APEC Meetings as an "econony"” under the title
"Chi nese Taipei" -- an arrangenent designed to overconme China's objection
to recognition of Taiwan as a separate state.

APEC groups Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong,

I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysia, Mexico, New Zel and, Papua New Qui nea, Peru, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, the U S. and
Vi et nam -- BERNAMA
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