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Syed Hami d- Extremi st
NI P EXTREM ST THREAT IN THE BUD, SAYS SYED HAM D

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is satisfied with the
cooperation it has forged with Indonesia and the Philippines to check the
activities of a network of extrem st groups bent on forming Islanic
governments in these countries.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar said it was inmportant for
the security forces of the three countries to maintain channels for
thwarting the objectives of any mlitant groups.

"To prevent these groups from operating as a regional network, each
country should resolve the problemat its own level,"” he told reporters
after launching Wsma Putra's Fami |y Day cel ebrations here today.

Syed Hanmi d said Mal aysia would continue to take proactive neasures to
contain the activities of mlitant groups which, anong other things, were
out to topple the governnment by force.

He said this when comenting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st atenent yesterday that extrem st groups in these three
countries had forned a network to fulfil their objective of setting up
I slami ¢ nations.

Early last nmonth, police arrested 10 peopl e under the Internal Security
Act (ISA) for alleged involvenent in the activities of the Kunpul an
Mlitant Malaysia (KM that has been deened a security threat.

Syed Hanmid said the three countries viewed security matters seriously
as evident fromthe tal ks between Dr Mahat hir and Phili ppi ne President
Q oria Macapagal Arroyo and I ndonesi an President Megawati Soekar noputri
during their visits to Malaysia recently.

He said the Ml aysian society could not accept mlitant groups and
there was no place for extrem sts in the country.

The use of violence and force was not the answer to the problens facing
Muslinms in this region and other places, he said.

As could be seen in several parts of the world, the use of force would
cause instability and underm ne efforts to devel op Muslins, he said.
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