07/ 08/ 2001

Nip mlitancy at all costs

THE use of arms to advance a cause or to topple the Governnent is not the
Mal aysi an way. History is replete with exanpl es of the reprehensible
consequences of such actions and the sufferings they cause to i nnocent
people. Al peace-loving citizens nust condemm viol ence in whatever form

Natural |y, we are concerned that sone individuals have forged links with
mlitant groups abroad with the intention of conmitting violence in
Mal aysi a. This cannot be condoned and they nust be stopped at all cost in
the interest of the nation's security and stability.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad reveal ed on Sat urday that
the eight individuals arrested on Thursday under the Internal Security Act
in a nationw de operation for alleged involvenent in an Islanmic mlitant
cell had intentions to comrt violence in the country. This includes
robbery and bormbi ng. Two nore were arrested on Friday and Saturday under
t he | SA.

He al so disclosed |inks between certain Pas nenbers and foreign mlitant
groups such as the Taliban in Afghani satan, saying sone nenbers of an
opposition party were known to have received training there.

The militant Kumpul an Mij ahi din Mal aysi a menbers are believed to have
been trained in nountain warfare tactics enployed by guerilla fighters, or
had fought in the jihad wars i n Afghani stan.

The CGovernnment is left with no alternative but to detain those invol ved
because of the inplications and possi bl e consequences. Certainly, there is
no place for the likes of such people in a denocracy |ike Ml aysia. Qur
peopl e have lived in peace for decades and no one should be allowed to
di srupt the harnony and sacrifice it for a selfish few

The neans enpl oyed by these mlitants do not justify the end. Ml aysia
has al ways been known anong its nei ghbours and friends for its stability
and as such, we have to preserve our efforts to this end. As the econony
i nproves and we conti nue wooi ng foreign investors to our shores, we nust
ensure the pull factors remain intact.

If certain elements are not happy with the Government of the day, there
is always the ballot box to turn to. It is the people who voted in the
current administration and it is through the voice of the mgjority - not a
few troubl e-makers - that changes can be nmade. And these nmust be done
according to the rule of |aw

The police are aware of what they were doing when they arrested the
i ndi vi dual s under the | SA. The danger that these mlitants pose
necessitated such action, for our uniformed personnel are duty bound to
mai ntain | aw and order and peace and harnmony in the country.

The police have been nonitoring their activities since a botched bank
robbery in May this year and a few other incidents in different parts of
the country, which clained sone i nnocent |ives too.

As citizens who abide by | aw and order, we nust not tol erate any brand
of extrem smor conbative tactics ained at overthrow ng the Governnent.

Any such attenpt will shatter the peace and tranquility which nmake it
possi bl e for the people to go about their daily life without fear. Chaos
and anarchy will benefit no one except the country's eneni es. W nust
therefore plug all sources of trouble before they lead us to ruin
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