19 OCT 2001
Budget - Reacti on (Mahat hir)
NO REASON FOR GOVT TO FI NANCE DEVI ANT RELI G QUS SCHOOLS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the government sees no reason to set aside
al l ocations for religious schools whose preachings run contrary to the true
teachi ng of 1slam

"Rel i gi ous schools are nmeant for teaching religion. If they are
teaching sonething that is contrary to religion, we don't see why we are
payi ng them noney," he told reporters when approached after tabling the
2002 Budget at the Dewan Rakyat here today.

"W want to know whet her they teach religion or not. If they teach
sonmet hing that is against the teaching of religion, is there any reason why
t he governnment shoul d support (them," he said replying to a reporter

In his budget speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said that allocation for
t hose propagating teachi ngs agai nst the true teaching of Islam such as
hatred for other Mislins, rejecting brotherhood of Mislins and branding
other Muslinms as infidels and spreadi ng sl anders, would be termn nated.

The al | ocation provided was for propagating the know edge of Islam and
not otherw se, said Dr Mahathir, who is also the Finance M nister.

He said the governnent's objective was to establish a religiously
correct Muslim conmunity.

Dr Mahathir said although civil servants would get a half-nmonth's
bonus, half of it to be paid this nmonth and the other in Novenber, sonme in
the | ower incone group would be getting the m ni num quantum of RML, 000.

"RML, 000 is at tines two nonths wages," he said adding that the
government was giving nore to the | ower incone group.

The governnment woul d be spending nore noney in the rural areas so as to
hel p small contractors to earn nore, the prine mnister said.

To a question suggesting that the 2002 Budget is unfriendly to snokers,
Dr Mahathir replied: "Why should I be friendly to snokers. They make nme an
unwi | I i ng secondary smoker. So why should | be nice to them I'mtrying to
save their lives.

"Pl ease don't snoke especially the children. I have seen so many cases
of lung and throat cancer.™

Asked about the apol ogy tendered to himtoday by the Associated Press
(AP) over its Cct 8 story by reporter Sean Yoong which quoted the Prine

M ni ster out of context, Dr Mahathir said:" | have not seen it yet..
anyway thank you for apol ogi sing. | accept the apol ogy."
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