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No |ink to Abu Sayyaf, KMV

P. Chandra Sagaran

| POH, Sun. - Renegade Moro National Liberation Front |eader Nur M suari
who is being detained in Ml aysia, was not directly involved in the series
of ki dnappi ngs by the Abu Sayyaf group in Sabah |ast year.

He is also not directly involved with the Kunpulan MIlitan Ml aysi a.

I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said the police had no
direct evidence that could link Msuari, the fornmer Governor of the
Sout hern Aut onomous Regi on in MislimM ndanao, to the Abu Sayyaf or the
KW

The Abu Sayyaf | ast year kidnapped nore than a dozen | ocal and foreign
tourists fromthe Sipadan and Pandanan i sl ands. The hostages have al
si nce been rel eased after Manila waged a war agai nst the group.

Norian al so said Msuari could be detained in Mal aysia for 30 days under
the Imrigration Act as the authorities were still carrying out
i nvestigations.

"W detained himfor entering the country w thout official documents
under Imm gration | aws and under normal circunmstances, he can be detai ned
for a month."

He was speaking after breaking fast with policenen at the Perak police
headquarters building here | ast night.

Al so present were Raja di-Hilir Perak Raja Jaafar Raja Muda Misa
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali and Perak Police Chief Datuk
Ami ruddi n Enbi .

Norian said this in response to queries as to why M suari was not
deported after his arrest together with six MLF followers on Janpiras
I sl and, Sandakan, on Nov 24.

Manila filed charges of rebellion against Msuari |ast nmonth after
hundreds of his followers attacked nilitary posts on the southern Jolo
Island in a failed uprising.

M suari had al so renewed his demand for independence for the country's
five mllion Muslimmnority and woul d seek the help of the United Nations
to achieve his goal. He boycotted the Nov 26 el ection called by Manila to
el ect a new governor of the autononous region in MislimM ndanao.

Nori an said M suari woul d be deported as soon as possible as stated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Asked what woul d happen if Mnila refused to take him he said: "I have
not thought about that because the Philippine Government wants hi mback."

Nori an said Msuari did not indicate he woul d be seeking politica
asyl umel sewhere.

However, a news report fromManila on Friday stated that M suari had
filed a petition with the offices of the UN H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees
inthe United States and i n Geneva seeki ng asyl um

His | awer, Elly Pamatong, who filed the petition on his behal f | ast
week, was quoted as saying: "Wen you file a petition for asylumthrough
the UNHCR, it is the burden of UNHCR to | ook for a country that will
wel come himor where he can be resettled.”
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