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NO NEED FOR UMNO- PAS TALKS ON | SLAM C STATE | SSUE - ABDULLAH

KEPALA BATAS, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Umo does not see the need to hold a
di al ouge with PAS on the Islamc state issue, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badawi said today.

The Umo deputy president said the party instead wanted PAS to explain
its version of an Islamc state.

Umo, on its part, had already gi ven adequate expl anati on on the
matter, he told reporters after chairing a neeting of Penang Ummo.

Abdul | ah said the statenment by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad | ast Saturday that Ml aysia was already an Islanic state was
accepted by the Barisan Nasional Suprene Council.

The governnment woul d not make any anendnents to the Federal
Constitution in connection with the issue, he said.

Abdul | ah, who is the deputy prine mnister, said the declaration of
Mal aysia as an Islamc state did not affect the religious freedom enjoyed
by non-Muslinms in the country.

"We nust understand that that Ml aysia acconmodates people of all races
and religions," he added.

In KUALA LUMPUR, People's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk
M Kayveas said his party accepted "with an open heart"” that Ml aysia was
already an Islanmic state.

Uging PAS to do |likewi se, he said the declaration by Dr Mahathir had
caught the opposition party by surprise.

"If other Islamc countries and Mislim schol ars can recogni se Ml aysi a
as an Islamc state, there is no reason why Dr Mahathir's open decl aration
shoul d be disputed by PAS," he told reporters before the PPP' s central
wor ki ng commi ttee neeting.
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