12 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r - Nucl ear
NO NUCLEAR PONER FOR MALAYSI A, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 12 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad reiterated today that Malaysia will not indulge in the use
of nucl ear power and that the country hopes other countries in the world
wi Il not build new nucl ear power plants.

"Nucl ear power is |like a nmalevol ent genie which once released fromthe
bottl e cannot be tamed and put back again (into the bottle). | frankly do
not trust nuclear power," he said.

He pointed out that the know edge of its use and nucl ear engi neering
expertise was still very prinmtive as there had been far too many accidents
i nvol vi ng nucl ear power plants.

"We know that having rel eased the power of nuclear fusion we seemquite
unable to stop it. W try to contain it within [ayers and | ayers of cenent
and | ead and other materials but Chernobyl (the nuclear power plant
disaster in Russia) is still emtting harnful particles which are
di ssem nated over a very wide area,” he said at a |luncheon address held in
conjunction with the Asia Ol and Gas conference 2001, here

He said the world does not know how nmuch danmage can be caused to how
big an area nor for how |l ong this disastrous use of nuclear power would
conti nue.

"And we see nucl ear submarines and ships plying the seas and they had
been known to neet with accidents and to sink. God forbid that the arsenals
of nucl ear warheads should ever be fired at anyone, as we do not know
whet her they can be defused, deconm ssioned or rendered harm ess,” he
added.

He said Mal aysia, on the other hand, preferred to | ook into the use of
hydrogen and fuel cells.

"These hol d the biggest prom se and governnments as well as the private
sector must allocate nore funds and manpower to perfect hydrogen engi ne and
the efficiency of fuel cells,” he added.
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