22 JAN 2001
Kur up- Rot ati on
NO PROBLEM | F CM ROTATI ON CONTI NUES, SAYS KURUP

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 22 (Bernamm) -- Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS)
president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said today there would be no problemin the
transition of power anong Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties if the
rotation systemfor the Sabah chief mnister's post was continued.

"If the rotation systemis continued and if all BN conmponent parties
agreed, | think there'll be no problemin the transition of power,"” he told
reporters when net at the Hari Raya open house of Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Department Datuk Pandi kar Amin Milia here.

Prinme M nister and BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said here
yesterday that he was still thinking whether to retain the rotation system
i ntroduced by the ruling coalition when it came to power in Sabah in 1994.

Kurup, however, said his party woul d abi de by whatever decision nmade by
Dr Mahathir.

Asked whether the rotation systemwould be continued, he said it was up
to Dr Mahathir to decide.

"I'f the system continues...whoever is chosen for the CMs post, we
shoul d accept as was the practice before.

"What's inportant is all the BN conponent parties must cooperate and
focus their attention to uplift the living standard of the people and what
has been planned by the previous chief ninister nust be continued,” he
sai d.

Pandi kar, who is al so Angkatan Keadi | an Rakyat (Akar) president, said
the rotation issue could be resolved am cably through negoti ati ons anmong BN
conponent parties.

Sabah BN secretary Datuk Karim Bujang said he had not receive any
instruction to call for a state BN neeting to discuss the issue.

The rotation system paves the way for | eaders of the three mgjor
communities in Sabah -- Mislim Bum putera, non-Mislim Bum putera and
Chi nese -- to become Chief Mnister for two years on a rotation basis.

However, several groups in Sabah have recently voiced their opinion
that the tine has come for the systemto be reviewed with a viewto
eval uate whether it should be retai ned or scrapped.

The two-year termof the present Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam who
represents Mislim Bum puteras, ends in March.
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