11 JUN 2001
Mahat hir-Cul ture
NO REASON TO ACCEPT GLOBALI SATI ON OF CULTURE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today there is no reason for Miuslins to accept
gl obal i sation of culture and have a single set of cultures and val ues.

He said globalisation was not just about material wealth, trade and
busi nesses but al so about cul ture.

However, he said, as globalisation was an idea fromthe West, the
cul ture being advocated and pronpted was al so the Western cul ture.

"I don't see why we need to accept globalisation of culture. That (the
culture) is what differentiates us. God creates us in various races and
et hni ¢ groups, why should we be standardi sed?" he told participants of an
i nternational sem nar on "The |Inpact of G obalisation on the Islanmic Wrld
| ssues and Challenges in the 21st Century", here.

About 140 participants fromthe O ganisation of |Islam c Conference
(A C are attending the three-day sem nar organi sed by the Foreign Mnistry
and the Institute of D plomacy and Foreign Relations (IDFR) in the Prinme
M ni ster's Departnent.

Fi el ding questions fromthe floor, Dr Mahathir said that in the Wst,
the institution of marriage and famly was no | onger respected and a person
who wanted to live with sonebody could do so if he wanted to

This, he said. would ruin the structure of society.

Dr Mahathir said it was culture that differentiated one individual from
anot her of the sane race and creed who practised a different culture.

He said that if the people destroyed the culture, the world would be a
very boring place as everyone had only one set of cultures.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Miuslinms to be aware and consci ous
of attenpts to force the world to have a single culture.

"I think it is very inportant for us to understand that there are
attenpts now to force the whole world to have a single culture and a single
set of values and to forbid anything el se frombeing practi sed, and yet
t hey advocate denocracy. Wiat is the neaning of denocracy if you are given
only one choice?," he said.

Earlier, in his keynote address, the prime mnister said there was
destruction of norality in the materialistic world.

He said that today honmpsexuality was actively encouraged and in sone
i nstances even incestuous rel ations between siblings and parents and
children were tolerated.

It seemed that in the nane of human rights, anything was allowed and
not hi ng was barred, he said

"Marriage and famlies are no | onger respected institutions. They are
neither formalised nor considered necessary.

"Fam lies are defined as two people or nore living together w thout any
recogni sed marri age cerenony or registration and begetting and rearing
children of indeterm nate parentage,” Dr Mahathir said.
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